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E-010218/13 by Marc Tarabella to the Commission

Subject: VP[HR — EMSS and shortcomings of the 2007 IMP
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E-010259/13 by Maria Irigoyen Pérez to the Commission
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E-010274/13 by Marc Tarabella to the Commission

Subject: Samsung’s misuse of patents
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Subject: New type of low-cost battery as a possible reserve for renewable energies
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E-010383/13 by Willy Meyer to the Commission

Subject: VP[HR — US sending light weapons to Syria
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E-010390/13 by Emma McClarkin to the Commission
Subject: European Schools
ENGLSN VETSION ..ottt sesiessssssassessessssiessessssesesssssssessssssssssssessssssessossssessessssssessssesssssassasessans 465

E-010391/13 by Andrea Zanoni to the Commission
Subject: Hyperthermia deaths of children left inside cars and need for a review of sectoral EU legislation in order
to prevent such incidents
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English version ..........occcoveceenne.

E-010392/13 by Andrea Zanoni to the Commission

Subject: Tetrachloroethylene (PCE) contamination in aquifers in the province of Verona
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E-010394/13 by Mara Bizzotto to the Commission
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E-010396/13 by Nuno Melo to the Commission

Subject: VPJHR — Cotonou Agreement — EU and Antigua and Barbuda
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E-010397/13 by Nuno Melo to the Commission
Subject: VP[HR — Cotonou Agreement — EU and Bahamas
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E-010402/13 by Nuno Melo to the Commission
Subject: VP[HR — Cotonou Agreement — EU and Botswana
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.. 477

English version
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E-010403/13 by Nuno Melo to the Commission
Subject: VPJHR — Cotonou Agreement — EU and Burkina Faso
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E-010405/13 by Nuno Melo to the Commission
Subject: VP[HR — Cotonou Agreement — EU and Cape Verde
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Subject: VPJ[HR — Cotonou Agreement — EU and Dominica
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Subject: VP[HR — Cotonou Agreement — EU and Cameroon
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E-010415/13 by Nuno Melo to the Commission
Subject: VPJHR — Cotonou Agreement — EU and Chad
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Subject: VP[HR — Cotonou Agreement — EU and Comoros
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E-010417/13 by Nuno Melo to the Commission
Subject: VP[HR — Cotonou Agreement — EU and Cote d’Ivoire
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Subject: VP[HR — Cotonou Agreement — EU and Micronesia
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E-010422/13 by Nuno Melo to the Commission
Subject: VPJHR — Cotonou Agreement — EU and Fiji
Versdo portuguesa .. 481
English version 506
E-010423/13 by Nuno Melo to the Commission
Subject: VP[HR — Cotonou Agreement — EU and Grenada
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E-010424/13 by Nuno Melo to the Commission
Subject: VPJHR — Cotonou Agreement — EU and Guyana
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E-010425/13 by Nuno Melo to the Commission
Subject: VPJHR — Cotonou Agreement — EU and Haiti
Versdo portuguesa

English version

E-010426/13 by Nuno Melo to the Commission
Subject: VPJHR — Cotonou Agreement — EU and Cook Islands
Versdo portuguesa

English version

E-010427/13 by Nuno Melo to the Commission
Subject: VP[HR — Cotonou Agreement — EU and Equatorial Guinea
Versdo portuguesa
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E-010428/13 by Nuno Melo to the Commission
Subject: VPJHR — Cotonou Agreement — EU and Gabon
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E-010430/13 by Nuno Melo to the Commission
Subject: VP[HR — Cotonou Agreement — EU and Ghana
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Subject: VP[HR — Cotonou Agreement — EU and Saint Lucia
Versdo portuguesa .. 485
English version 510
E-010436/13 by Nuno Melo to the Commission
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E-010438/13 by Nuno Melo to the Commission
Subject: VPJHR — Cotonou Agreement — EU and Sdo Tomé and Principe
Versdo portuguesa

English version

E-010439/13 by Nuno Melo to the Commission
Subject: VPJHR — Cotonou Agreement — EU and Senegal
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English version

E-010440/13 by Nuno Melo to the Commission
Subject: VP[HR — Cotonou Agreement — EU and Sierra Leone
Versdo portuguesa
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E-010441/13 by Nuno Melo to the Commission
Subject: VPJ[HR — Cotonou Agreement — EU and the Republic of the Congo
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E-010443/13 by Nuno Melo to the Commission
Subject: VP[HR — Cotonou Agreement — EU and Suriname
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E-010448/13 by Nuno Melo to the Commission
Subject: VPJHR — Cotonou Agreement — EU and Somalia
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E-010449/13 by Nuno Melo to the Commission
Subject: VP[HR — Cotonou Agreement — EU and Swaziland
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E-010451/13 by Nuno Melo to the Commission
Subject: VP[HR — Cotonou Agreement — EU and Tanzania
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Subject: VPJHR — Cotonou Agreement — EU and Uganda
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E-010456/13 by Nuno Melo to the Commission
Subject: VP[HR — Cotonou Agreement — EU and Tuvalu
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Subject: VP[HR — Cotonou Agreement — EU and Mali
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E-010465/13 by Nuno Melo to the Commission
Subject: VPJHR — Cotonou Agreement — EU and Mauritius
Versdo portuguesa

English version
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E-010469/13 by Nuno Melo to the Commission

Subject: VP[HR — Cotonou Agreement — EU and Kiribati
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E-010411/13 by Barbara Matera to the Commission
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E-010490/13 by Ramon Tremosa i Balcells to the Commission
Subject: Participants in the Catalan Way Towards Independence are intimidated, persecuted and compared to
Nazis
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E-010503/13 by Nuno Melo to the Commission
Subject: International trade — European Union and Vietnam
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E-010516/13 by Nuno Melo to the Commission
Subject: International trade — European Union and Mauritania
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E-010529/13 by Nuno Melo to the Commission
Subject: International trade — European Union and Senegal
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E-010542/13 by Nuno Melo to the Commission
Subject: International trade — European Union and Burkina Faso
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Pytanie wymagajace odpowiedzi pisemnej E-009966/13
do Komisji (Wiceprzewodniczjcej/Wysokiej Przedstawiciel)
Konrad Szymaniski (ECR)

(6 wrzesnia 2013 r.)

Przedmiot: Wiceprzewodniczgca/Wysoka Przedstawiciel — Sytuacja chrzescijan koptyjskich w Egipcie

Od 3 lipca 2013 r. Stowarzyszenie Braci Muzulmanéw spalito 85 kosciotéw w Egipcie i zaatakowato wielu ludzi,
niszczac ich mienie i naruszajac ich prawo do szacunku i nietykalnosci cielesnej.

Egipscy chrzescijanie zyja w strachu po serii atakow na ich koscioly, firmy i domy. W pigtek 17 sierpnia zwolennicy
obalonego prezydenta Mursiego zgromadzili si¢ po modlitwie i podpalili dwa koscioty oraz kilka prowadzonych
przez chrzescijan sklepow w Mallawi niedaleko miasta Al-Minja w Egipcie. Odnotowano wiele podobnych
przypadkow, ktére zostaly dobrze udokumentowane za pomocy zdje¢ inagran wideo, dostepnych obecnie
w internecie.

Christian Science Monitor opublikowal raport wskazujacy, ze co najmniej kilka takich atakéw dokonano
z premedytacjg: domy isklepy chrzescijan wjednej wiosce zostaly oznaczone czerwonym napisem o tresci
,Slubujemy przelaé krew, aby broni¢ mandatu wyborczego Mursiego”.

Przemoc na tle religijnym nie jest w Egipcie zjawiskiem nowym, ale przybiera obecnie nowy wymiar — stwierdzil
Ishak Ibrahim, pracownik badawczy Egipskiej Inicjatywy na rzecz Praw Osobistych. W Egipcie nigdy nie dochodzito
do tak brutalnych napasci.

1. Jakie kroki podjeta Europejska Stuzba Dzialaii Zewnetrznych (ESDZ) oraz delegatura UE w Kairze w celu
ochrony praw podstawowych Koptow, jednej z najstarszych wspolnot chrzescijaniskich na $wiecie?

2. Czy Wiceprzewodniczaca/Wysoka Przedstawiciel uwaza, ze wiladze UE traktuja te kwesti¢ z nalezytym
zainteresowaniem i uwaga?

3. Jakie dzialania polityczne mozna zrealizowa¢, aby nakloni¢ wladze egipskie do wziecia odpowiedzialnosci za
sytuacje prze§ladowanych chrzescijan i podjecia bardziej stanowczych krokéw w celu ochrony ich praw?

4. Jak opisywane wydarzenia wplyna na stosunki dwustronne miedzy UE a Egiptem, przy uwzglednieniu faktu, ze
Egipt jest prawnie zwiazany ukladem o stowarzyszeniu, ktéry wszedt w zycie w 2004 r.?

Odpowiedz udzielona przez Wysoka Przedstawiciel/Wiceprzewodniczaca Catherine Ashton w imieniu
Komisji
(13 listopada 2013 v.)

Wysoka Przedstawiciel[Wiceprzewodniczaca wyraznie potepila przypadki skrajnej przemocy, zabojstw i atakéw, np.
na koscioly, ktére nastapity wwyniku rozpedzenia w polowie sierpnia demonstracji wspieranych przez
Stowarzyszenie Braci Muzulmanéw. W dniu 21 sierpnia Wysoka Przedstawiciel/Wiceprzewodniczaca Komisji
zwolala nadzwyczajne posiedzenie Rady do Spraw Zagranicznych w sprawie Egiptu, gdzie ministrowie spraw
zagranicznych panstw UE przyjeli konkluzje, w ktérych odniesli si¢ w szczegdlnosci do licznych przypadkéw
zniszczen ko$ciotdw i atakéw na wspélnote koptyjska.

UE jest zaniepokojona ograniczeniami, jakim podlegaja rézne mniejszosci religijne w Egipcie, i potepia wszelkie
formy nietolerancji, dyskryminacji i przemocy ze wzgledu na religie lub przekonania, niezaleznie od tego, gdzie ma
to miejsce i o jaka religie chodzi. Wysoka Przedstawiciel/Wiceprzewodniczgca regularnie wzywa egipskie wladze do
zapewnienia wolnosci wyznania i przekonan w tym kraju.

Delegatura UE w Kairze uwaznie $ledzi przypadki przemocy na tle wyznaniowym i w swoich kontaktach z wladzami
egipskimi podkresla znaczenie unikania dyskryminacji z przyczyn religijnych. Aby wesprze¢ poprawe wolnosci
wyznania lub przekonan w Egipcie, Wysoka Przedstawiciel/Wiceprzewodniczaca z zaangazowaniem wspolpracuje
z wszelkimi zainteresowanymi stronami w tym kraju, a takze zregionalnymi i miedzynarodowymi organizacjami
podzielajacymi wartosci i cele UE w tym zakresie. UE stwierdza, Ze wspélpraca i dialog polityczny sa najbardziej
odpowiednimi kanalami zache¢cania rzadu i wywierania na niego presji, aby podjal konkretne dziatania w celu
ochrony Koptéw i innych mniejszoci religijnych.
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Question for written answer E-009966/13
to the Commission (Vice-President/High Representative)
Konrad Szymaniski (ECR)
(6 September 2013)

Subject: VP[HR — Situation of Coptic Christians in Egypt

Since 3 July 2013, the Muslim Brotherhood has burned 85 churches in Egypt and attacked numerous people,
destroying their property and violating their right to respect and bodily integrity.

Egypt’s Christians are living in fear after a string of attacks against their churches, businesses and homes. On Friday
17 August, supporters of ousted president Morsi gathered after prayer and burned two churches and some Christian-
owned shops in the village of Mallawi near Minya, Egypt. Many similar cases were noted and are well documented
with pictures and movies that are available online.

The Christian Science Monitor published a report suggesting that at least some of the attacks were premeditated, with
Christian homes and shops in one village being marked with red graffiti ‘vowing to protect Morsi’s electoral
legitimacy with blood'.

‘Sectarian violence is nothing new in Egypt, but it takes a new dimension’ said Ishak Ibrahim, a researcher for the
Egyptian Initiative for Personal Rights. Such a violent onslaught has never happened before in Egypt.

1. What steps have been taken by the European External Action Service (EEAS) and the EU Delegation in Cairo to
protect the basic human rights of the Copts, one of the world’s oldest Christian communities?

2. Does the Vice-President/High Representative think that the issue is being treated with adequate seriousness and
attention by EU authorities?

3. Whatkind of political action can be taken to urge the Egyptian authorities to take responsibility for the situation
of persecuted Christians and start making more decisive moves to protect their rights?

4. How will these events affect bilateral relations between the EU and Egypt, taking into account the fact that Egypt
is legally bound by the Association Agreement which came into force in 2004?

Answer given by High Representative/Vice-President Ashton on behalf of the Commission
(13 November 2013)

HR/VP condemned in the clearest possible terms the extreme violence, killings and attacks e.g. on churches that
followed the dispersal in mid-August of the Muslim Brotherhood supported sit-ins. On 21 August, the HR/VP
convened an extra-ordinary Foreign Affairs Council on Egypt where EU Foreign Ministers adopted conclusions which
also specifically referred to the destruction of many churches and the targeting of the Coptic community.

The EU is aware and concerned about the constraints that different religious minorities face in Egypt and condemns
all forms of intolerance, discrimination and violence against persons because of their religion or belief, wherever it
takes place and regardless of the religion. The HR/VP is repeatedly calling on the Egyptian authorities to ensure
freedom of religion or belief in the country.

The EU Delegation in Cairo is closely following cases of sectarian violence and emphasises the importance of avoiding
discrimination on religious grounds in its contacts with Egyptian authorities. In order to support the improvement of
freedom of religion or belief in Egypt, the HR/VP is keen to engage with the relevant stakeholders in the country as
well as with the regional and international organisations sharing EU’s values and objectives in this respect. The EU
considers that cooperation and political dialogue are the most appropriate channels to encourage and put pressure on
the government so that it will undertake concrete actions in order to protect Copts and other religious minorities.



26.6.2014 Dziennik Urzedowy Unii Europejskiej C197/37

(Wersja polska)

Pytanie wymagajace odpowiedzi pisemnej E-009967/13
do Komisji
Konrad Szymaniski (ECR)
(6 wrzesnia 2013 r.)

Przedmiot: Naruszenie konwencji TIR przez Rosje

Od dnia 14 wrzesnia rosyjscy celnicy zaczng wymagac od przewoznikéw, by kupowali w Rosji dodatkowe gwarancje
uiszczenia cla i podatkéw, niezalezne od karnetéw TIR. Z powodu tej decyzji Federalnej Stuzby Celnej Rosji nasilaja
si¢ obawy o paraliz transportu drogowego z Rosja, na co szczegdlnie narazona jest Polska, jako kraj sasiedzki.

Ponadto Federalna Stuzba Celna Rosji oglosita, ze od 1 grudnia wypowiada umowe gwarancyjng z rosyjskim
stowarzyszeniem migdzynarodowych przewoznikow ASMAP, ktére odpowiada w Rosji za realizacje zobowigzan
z tytutu konwencji TIR.

Decyzje te doprowadza do powstania zator6w na granicach, podniesienia kosztow przewozu towaréw oraz
zatamuja migdzynarodowy handel.

Jest to naruszenie przez Rosj¢ nie tylko konwencji TIR, ale takze przepiséw porozumienia UE — Rosja z 2005 r.,
porozumienia wsprawie taryf celnych ihandlu GATT oraz konwencji wiedefiskiej o prawie traktatow
miedzynarodowych.

Jakie dziatania zamierza podja¢ Komisja w tym celu i w jaki sposdb zareaguje na takie naruszenie?

Czy sprawa ta zostanie podjeta w relacjach dwustronnych UE-Rosja na najblizszym szczycie?

Odpowiedz udzielona przez komisarza Algirdasa Semete w imieniu Komisji
(28 pazdziernika 2013 r.)

Komisja podjela bezzwloczne dziatania: Komisarz Semeta przystapit do wymiany listéw z szefem rosyjskiej
Federalnej Stuzby Celnej (FCS), Andriejem Bieljaninowem , i wezwal do odroczenia podjecia Srodkéw ze wzgledu na
ich ewentualne wycofanie. Nastepnie przeprowadzono telekonferencje z rosyjska stuzba celna i misj¢ wyjasniajaca
w Moskwie. Ponadto Komisja aktywnie zajmowala si¢ ta kwestia na szczeblu wielostronnym. Jej dzialania
obejmowaly wystosowanie pisma do Sekretarza Wykonawczego Europejskiej Komisji Gospodarczej ONZ, zwolanie
nadzwyczajnego posiedzenia Rady Wykonawczej TIR, a takze podjecie konsultacji z Migdzynarodowym Zwigzkiem
Transportu Drogowego ijego czlonkami spoza UE, ktérzy granicza z Rosja. Dzialania te byly koordynowane
z pafistwami czlonkowskimi, zwlaszcza na forum Komitetu Kodeksu Celnego. W nastepstwie tych dzialann FCS
zdecydowala si¢ na ograniczenie wdrozenia tych Srodkéw od dnia 14 wrze$nia w okregach celnych Syberii
i Dalekiego Wschodu, a od dnia 9 pazdziernika odnosi¢ si¢ to bedzie takze do okregu nadwolzanskiego i uralskiego,
co de facto odroczy ich stosowanie przy granicy z UE itym samym bedzie dotyczylo wigkszosci dzialalnosci
transportowej przewoznikéw unijnych do dnia 1 grudnia 2013 r.

FCS rozwiazal umowe ze stowarzyszeniem poreczajacym z dniem 1 grudnia. Od tej daty poreczenia TIR nie beda
dtuzej stosowane w Rosji, jednak formalnie kraj ten nie moze narusza¢ warunkéw Konwencji TIR. Komisja bedzie
w dalszym ciaggu porusza¢ t¢ kwestie na odpowiednich forach wielostronnych (tj. w organach Konwencji TIR
w ramach EKG ONZ) oraz dwustronnych, by zapewni¢, Ze porgczenia TIR bedg dostepne w Rosji takze po tej dacie.
W zaleznosci od rozwoju sytuacji, Komisja bedzie podejmowata odpowiednie dzialania, w tym dzialania na szczeblu
politycznym.
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Question for written answer E-009967/13
to the Commission
Konrad Szymaniski (ECR)
(6 September 2013)

Subject: Infringement of the TIR Convention by Russia

From 14 September Russian customs officials will require hauliers to purchase extra customs and duty payment
guarantees when entering Russia, in addition to the TIR carnet. This decision by Russia’s Federal Customs Service has
intensified fears that road links with Russia will come to a standstill, which would have a particularly adverse impact
on the neighbouring county of Poland.

Russia’s Federal Customs Service has also announced that from 1 December it will terminate its guarantee agreement
with the Russian Association of International Road Transport Carriers (ASMAP), which is responsible for meeting the
country’s obligations under the TIR Convention.

These decisions will mean hold-ups at border crossings, an increase in freight haulage costs and barriers to
international trade.

Russia is infringing not only the TIR Convention, but also the provisions of the EU-Russia agreement signed in 2005,
the General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade (GATT) and the Vienna Convention on the Law of Treaties.

Has the Commission taken any action to influence Russia’s decision, and, if so, what was the outcome?
What measures does the Commission intend to take in this respect, and how will it respond to this infringement?

Will this issue be raised in bilateral talks between the EU and Russia at the forthcoming summit?

Answer given by Mr Semeta on behalf of the Commission
(28 October 2013)

The Commission acted promptly: Commissioner Semeta engaged in an exchange of letters with the Head of Russia’s
Federal Customs Service (FCS), Andrey Belyaninov, and called for a postponement of the measures with a view to
their eventual withdrawal. A teleconference with Russian Customs and a fact-finding mission to Moscow followed. In
addition, the Commission was active in handling the issue at the multilateral level, which included a letter to the
Executive Secretary of the United Nations Economic Commission for Europe, an extraordinary session of the TIR
Executive Board, as well as consultations with the International Road Transport Union and its non-EU members
sharing land borders with Russia. These activities were coordinated with Member States, notably in the Customs Code
Committee. Subsequent to this, the FCS decided to limit the implementation of the measures as of 14 September to
the Siberian and Far East customs districts, extended on 9 October to the Volga and Ural districts, de facto postponing
their application at the border with the EU, and thus with regard to most transport operations performed by EU
hauliers, to 1 December 2013.

The FCS has revoked the contract of the national guaranteeing association as of 1 December. From that date TIR
guarantees will no longer be applicable in Russia but, formally, the country might not be in breach of the TIR
Convention. The Commission will nevertheless continue to raise this issue in the appropriate multilateral (i.e. the TIR
bodies within the UNECE framework) and bilateral fora with a view to ensuring that TIR guarantees remain available
in Russia after that date. Depending on the development of the situation the Commission will take appropriate
initiatives including at the political level.
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Kirjallisesti vastattava kysymys P-009968/13
komissiolle
Sari Essayah (PPE)
(6. syyskuuta 2013)

Aihe: Pienten yritysten ALV-velvoitteiden erityisjarjestelmasta

ALV-direktiivissi 2006/112/EY sdddetddn pienid yrityksid koskevasta erityisjirjestelmasté, jonka tarkoituksena on
yksinkertaistaa ja keventdd pienten yritysten ALV-velvoitteita. Erityisjirjestelmdn mukaan jdsenvaltiot voivat
vapauttaa pienet yritykset ALV-velvoitteista, mikili yrityksen liikevaihto ei ylitd direktiivissd maédrattyjd
enimmdisraja-arvoja. Ndmd liikevaihdon enimmiisraja-arvot kuitenkin vaihtelevat jisenvaltioista toiseen, johtuen
muun muassa historiallisista syistd ja EU:n laajentumisen yhteydessi jasenvaltioille myonnetyistd poikkeuksista.
Komissio on myontinyt, ettd ndiden sddnnosten seurauksena jdsenvaltiot eivit ole lainkaan samanarvoisessa
asemassa. Komissio on myos aika ajoin ehdottanut jirjestelmidn yhtendistimistd, esimerkiksi sdatamalla
erityisjarjestelmistd hyGtyvien pienten yritysten litkevaihdon enimmdisraja-arvon 100 000 euron tasolle kaikissa
jasenvaltioissa. Ndin jasenvaltiot voisivat oman harkintansa mukaan soveltaa pienten yritysten erityisjarjestelméad
kansallisella tasolla timén enimmadisraja-arvon sallimissa rajoissa.

1.  Mihin toimiin komissio aikoo ryhtys, jotta ALV-direktiivin pienten yritysten erityisjirjestelmd ei johtaisi
jasenvaltioiden viliseen epdtasa-arvoon?

2. Aikooko komissio ryhtyi toimiin, jotta ALV-direktiivin salliman pienten yritysten erityisjirjestelmian mukainen
liikevaihdon enimmidisraja-arvo olisi sama, esimerkiksi 100 000 euroa tai vastaava madri, kaikissa jasenvaltioissa?

Algirdas Semetan komission puolesta antama vastaus
(30. syyskuuta 2013)

Jasenvaltioille annetaan ALV-direktiivilli mahdollisuus soveltaa pieniin yrityksiin tiettyja yksinkertaistettuja
yksityiskohtaisia sddntojd () niiden vaikeuksien ratkaisemiseksi, joita yrityksilli voi olla ALV-velvoitteidensa
noudattamisessa. Tarkemmin sanottuna jdsenvaltiot voivat vapauttaa arvonlisiverosta erittdin pienet yritykset
(yleisesti ottaen ne, joiden litkevaihto on alle 5 000 euroa vuodessa, joskin muutamille jasenvaltioille on annettu
erityislupa soveltaa korkeampaa raja-arvoa). Yritykset, joihin tillaista jdrjestelmdd sovelletaan, eivdt kanna
myynneistddn arvonlisiveroa, joten niilld ei ole mydskédn ostoihin liittyvdd vihennysoikeutta.

Komissio teki vuonna 2004 ehdotuksen (), jolla jasenvaltioille annetaan oikeus asettaa 100 000 euroa liikevaihdon
yldrajaksi, jonka alle jddvit yritykset voidaan vapauttaa arvonlisidverosta. Komissio katsoo, etti jasenvaltioilla olisi
sdilyttivd vapaus madritelld raja-arvo joustavasti, jotta ne voisivat luoda itsendisesti sellaisen jrjestelmin, jota pitavit
maansa talouden rakenteen kannalta tarkoituksenmukaisimpana. Ehdotuksen myotd kaikkia jdsenvaltioita
kohdeltaisiin kuitenkin samalla tavalla. Endotuksesta ei ole vield paisty neuvostossa yksimielisyyteen.

Komissio toteaa arvonlisiveron tulevaisuudesta antamassaan tiedonannossa (*), ettd yritysten, ja erityisesti kaikkein
pienimpien yritysten taakan keventdminen on sille edelleen keskeinen painopiste. Erityisesti pk-yrityksid koskevista
lisdtoimenpiteistd ei ole kuitenkaan vield paitetty.

() Direktiivin 2006/112/EY 281-292 artikla.

KOM(2004) 728.

()  Komission tiedonanto Euroopan parlamentille, neuvostolle ja Euroopan talous- ja sosiaalikomitealle arvonlisdveron tulevaisuudesta — Kohti
yksinkertaisempaa, vakaampaa ja tehokkaampaa sisimarkkinoiden tarpeisiin suunniteltua alv-jirjestelméaa.
(http:/[eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=COM:2011:08 51:FIN:FI:PDF)
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Question for written answer P-009968/13
to the Commission
Sari Essayah (PPE)
(6 September 2013)

Subject: Special scheme for small enterprises concerning VAT obligations

The VAT Directive 2006/112/EC provides for a special scheme for small enterprises, the purpose of which is to
simplify and alleviate VAT obligations for SMEs. Under this special scheme, the Member States may exempt small
enterprises from VAT obligations if the firm’s turnover does not exceed the ceilings specified in the directive.
However, these turnover ceilings vary from one Member State to another, partly for historical reasons and because of
exemptions granted to the Member States in the course of EU enlargement. The Commission concedes that, as a result
of these rules, the Member States do not enjoy anything like a level playing field. It has also from time to time
proposed harmonising the system, e.g. by setting the turnover ceiling for small enterprises benefiting from the special
scheme at EUR 100 000 for all Member States. This would enable the Member States to adapt the special scheme for
SMEs at national level at their own discretion within the limits of this ceiling.

1. What measures does the Commission propose to take to ensure that the special scheme for small enterprises
under the VAT Directive does not lead to inequality between the Member States?

2. Does the Commission propose to take measures to ensure that the turnover ceiling allowed under the special
scheme for small enterprises in the VAT Directive is the same in all Member States, say EUR 100 000 or equivalent?

Answer given by Mr Semeta on behalf of the Commission
(30 September 2013)

The VAT Directive provides an option for Member States to apply certain simplified procedures for small
enterprises (') to address possible difficulties such enterprises might have in complying with their VAT obligations.
Specifically, Member States are allowed to exempt from VAT very small businesses (generally those with a turnover of
less than EUR 5 000 per year, although a number of Member States have been specifically authorised to apply a
higher threshold). Businesses benefitting from such a regime do not charge VAT on their sales, and accordingly have
no right of deduction on their purchases.

The Commission adopted a proposal in 2004 (%) which gives the Member States the right to set a threshold of up to
EUR 100 000 below which businesses can be exempted from VAT. The Commission considers that Member States
should keep flexibility in determining the threshold which should give them the autonomy to set up a regime they
consider the most appropriate in view of the structure of their national economy. The proposal would however treat
all Member states in the same way. However, no unanimous agreement has yet been reached in Council on this
proposal.

In the communication on the future of VAT (), easing the burdens on businesses and notably on the smallest ones,
remains a key priority for the Commission. No decision has however yet been taken on additional measures
specifically targeted at SMEs.

() Directive 2006/112[EC Articles 281 to 292.

COM(2004)728.

Communication from the Commission to the European Parliament, the Council and the European Economic and Social Committee on the future
of VAT — Towards a simpler, more robust and efficient VAT system tailored to the single market
(http:/[ec.europa.eu/taxation_customs/resources/documents/taxation/vat/key_documents/communications/com_2011_851_en.pdf).
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Question for written answer E-009969/13
to the Council
Baroness Sarah Ludford (ALDE)
(6 September 2013)

Subject: Kurdish political settlement

President-in-Office of the Council Lucinda Creighton spoke in a debate in Parliament on 6 February 2013 of how the
‘terrible and brutal killings of three PKK activists in Paris’ in January ‘serve to underline to all of us the importance of
settling the Kurdish issue [...] in the interests of all concerned. A settlement would play a vital role in helping ensure
the security and the stability of the region’.

In contrast to this sentiment, however, Adem Uzun of the Kurdistan National Congress (KNK), one of the main
Kurdish negotiators meeting with high-level Turkish government representatives in the so-called ‘Oslo Process’ to
achieve peace through the resumption of negotiations between Turkey and the Kurds, remains detained without trial
in France, having been arrested in France on 6 October 2012.

Would the Council consider it appropriate to delist the PKK as a terrorist organisation in order to help promote a
political settlement and give recognition to the contribution that the Kurdish community in the EU can make to the
attainment of this objective?

Reply
(28 October 2013)

The Council has not discussed the specific question raised by the Honourable Member.

The PKK remains on the EU list of terrorist organisations. On 21 March 2013, the EU High Representative and
Commissioner Fiile welcomed the call on the PKK to lay down arms and withdraw beyond Turkey’s borders and the
positive reactions to that call. They recalled that the EU had repeatedly encouraged all parties to work unremittingly
to bring peace and prosperity for all citizens of Turkey. Finally, they indicated that the EU gave its full support to this
process and stood ready to help, including through the Instrument for Pre-accession Assistance.
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Question for written answer P-009970/13
to the Commission
Vicky Ford (ECR)
(6 September 2013)

Subject: Health and Safety at Work Framework Directive

Given that the ‘Top 10’ consultation has identified the Health and Safety at Work Framework Directive as one of the
most burdensome pieces of EU legislation for SMEs, how will the Commission now act to reduce the costs that this
legislation causes small businesses?

Answer given by Mr Andor on behalf of the Commission
(1 October 2013)

The Commission follow-up to the top 10 consultation is set out in a recent Communication which, as regards this
directive, mainly refers to the ongoing ex-post evaluation of OSH Directives ('). The outcome is expected for 2015. It
will address relevance, research and new scientific knowledge in the various fields in question, and include an
assessment of the benefits and costs of the directives, including for SMEs and the society. This evaluation will cover
compliance costs and administrative burdens but also the benefits in terms of reduced number of accidents and work
related health problems. The recent evaluation of the EU Occupational Safety and Health Strategy has shown that EU
level action is efficient and necessary (*). The Commission will inform the other EU institutions and bodies of the
results and of any suggestions on how to improve the operation of the regulatory framework. Pending the results, it is
not envisaged to propose at this stage any initiative to repeal or consolidate existing legislation in the area of health
and safety at work (°).

()  Commission follow-up to the TOP TEN Consultation of SMEs on EU Regulation, COM(2013) 446, point 2.3.
()  Commission staff working document, Evaluation of the European Strategy 2007-2012 on health and safety at work, SWD (2013) 202.
()  Regulatory Fitness and Performance Programme (REFIT): Initial Results of the Mapping of the Acquis, SWD (2013) 401.



26.6.2014 Dziennik Urzedowy Unii Europejskiej C197/43

(EAAnvixn) €xbooty)

Epdrtnon pe aitnpa ypartic andvinong E-009971/13
npog v Enrtpor)
Georgios Papanikolaou (PPE)
(6 Zemrtepfpiov 2013)

Oépa: AUENoN LV PETAVAOTEUTIKGY TIEoEWV oTa Jahdcota cuvopa e EE

Kata ) diapketa Tou kahokaiptol mapatnpridnke abfnon Tev HETAVAOTEUTIKGY TIEGEOV 0TA GUVOPA TOV KPATAY LEAGV TIOU
Ppiokovrar oty mepioxn e Mesoyeiou. Mahiota, i ouykekptpévr) avgnon ane\el va unepfet T duvatotnreg @iloZeviag
TIOU €XOUV Ta KEVTPQL QINOEEVIAG KAt TPATIG UTOSOXTS TRV KPATAY HEAGV.

Epotaron 1) Emrtpor):

—  Awdtte otorgela avagopika pe g dadpopés ot Meodyeio omou mapatpridnkav ot peyohUtepes avéroeig
HETAVACTEUTIKOV POWV;

Amnavnon e k. Malmstrom &£ ovopatog e Emtponic
(21 Oktwfpiov 2013)

Supgova e Tig mAnpogopies mou cuvéleEe 1) Frontex kat ot onoieg avuikatontpiouy Ty katdotacn petaty lavouapiou kat
Auyovotou 2013, 1 peyohUtepr) av€non TG HETAVACTEUTIKAG POr|G, 08 oUykplon e v idta mepiodo tou 2012, onpeiadnke
ot petavaoteutikr] dadpopn e Kevepikrg Meooyeiou. Akpiféotepa, katd v ev Aoy xpovikr) mepiodo aviyveudnkav
19 599 napatunor petavaotes, apidiog tou avtiototyel ot avénon 217%.
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Question for written answer E-009971/13
to the Commission
Georgios Papanikolaou (PPE)
(6 September 2013)

Subject: Increasing immigration pressures on the EU’s maritime borders

Over the summer, there has been an increase in immigration pressures on Member State frontiers in the
Mediterranean region. Moreover, the increase threatens to exceed the hosting resources available at the hospitality
and initial reception centres of the Member States.

In view of the above, will the Commission say:

— Does it have data on the routes in the Mediterranean area that have recorded the greatest increases in
immigration flows?

Answer given by Ms Malmstrém on behalf of the Commission
(21 October 2013)

According to the information obtained from Frontex and which reflects the situation between January and
August 2013, the Central Mediterranean migratory route has recorded the greatest increases in immigration flows
compared to the same period of 2012. More precisely, within that period 19 599 irregular immigrants were detected,
which represents a 217% increase.
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Epdrtnon pe aitnpa ypartic andvinong E-009972/13
npog v Enrtpor)
Georgios Papanikolaou (PPE)
(6 Zemrtepfpiov 2013)

Oépa: Aaverakés avaykes g ENadag péypt to 2020

e emionpo £yypago Tou yeppavikol unoupyeiou Owovopkav and tov Zertépfpio tou 2012, mou emkaleitat 1) yeppavikr
egnuepida Bild kat mou gépetar va unoypagel o uPUOUPYOS OLKOVOpIKGY, emtonpaivetar 0Tt «1 ENAada yperaletarl akopa
77,7 dioekatoppipla eupd» yia TG XpuatodoTikeg g avaykes katd v mepiodo 2015-2020. Ano v mAeupd tou, T0
Yrnoupyeio OIKOVOHIK®OV amEPPLYE TOV I6XUPIGHO QUTO, KAVOVTAG AGYO yia «GUYXUOT] HETAE pikTol Kat Kadapou Tooou».

Epotaron 1) Emrtpor):

— Ot ekmipr)ogts o avagépovial oto éyypago empefaiovoviar anod ta enionpa ototyeia g Emtponig; To yeppavikd
Ynoupyeio Owovopkav cupfouleltnke Ty Enttponi) Tpoketievou va et oL To Uog ToU mocoy;

Andvrnon tou k. Rehn €€ ovopatog ¢ Enrtpornig
(4 Noepfpiov 2013)

O1 akaddpiotes Kpatikes davelakes avaykes mephapfavouy ta e&ng:

— 1o éNeppa g Tevikng KuPépvnong (mpatoyeves ENlerppa kat mAnpopeg Tokwv)

—  &kayopés (Bpayumpodecpes kat pakpompoVECHES, ERTOPEUOIHIES KAl [ir) EUTOPEVOIHES)

—  hounég avaykeg XpnHatodoTong (m.y. avakepalaionoinon ey Tpamnelov).

O1 kadapég SAVELAKEG AVAYKES, LIE TN GEPA TOUG, AMOTENOUV TO AVAREVOHEVO TOGO daveispol mou da xpetaoTel petd Ty
TPOCQUYI] GE TPOYPARHUATIONEVT LELOOT TOV TIEPLOUCLAKGY OTOLXEIMV (LY. XPNOT TAHEKGOV amodepdtov ac@alelag,
Wwtikonotroets, aA\a £60da).

Ot umnpeotec e Emtponnc Snpootetovy taktikd extipnoeis tov davelakav avaykav e EN\adag otig oyetikés exdéoeig

avackonnone — 1 Ttelevtaia dnpooievtke tov lovhio tou 2013 (Y). Kata v tpéyouca avackonmor kataptiletat
emkaiporompuévny ektipnon tov daveiakdv avaykeov e ENadac kar da kowonomdel ota oyemkd €yypaga Tou

TIPOYPALHLATOC.

Ta 77 &i0. eupw mou avagépet to A&1otipo Mélog dev mpoépyovtar ano ektiproels e Emtponrg.

() BMénme: http:/[ec.europa.eu/economy_finance/publications/occasional_paper/2013/pdffocp159_en.pdf
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Question for written answer E-009972/13
to the Commission
Georgios Papanikolaou (PPE)
(6 September 2013)

Subject: Greece’s borrowing requirements up to 2020

An official German Finance Ministry document of September 2012, quoted by the German newspaper Bild and
reportedly signed by the Deputy Finance Minister, states that ‘Greece still needs EUR 77.7 billion’ for its funding needs
during the 2015-2020 period. The Finance Ministry, however, has rejected this statement, claiming that there is
confusion between the gross and net sum.

In view of the above, will the Commission say:

—  Are the estimates mentioned in the documents confirmed by the Commission’s official data? Did the German
Finance Ministry consult the Commission when estimating the size of the sum?

Answer given by Mr Rehn on behalf of the Commission
(4 November 2013)

Sovereign gross financing needs include:

—  General government deficit (primary deficit and interest payments)

—  Sovereign redemptions (short- and long-term, market and non-market)
—  Other financing needs (e.g. bank recapitalisations.).

Net financing needs, in turn, represent the expected amount of borrowing that would be needed following the
recourse to planned reduction of assets (e.g. use of cash buffer, privatisations, other income).

The Commission services publish regularly the assessment of Greece’s financing needs in their review reports — the
latest in July 2013. (") An updated assessment of Greece’s financing needs is being prepared during the ongoing

review and will be communicated in the related programme documents.

The EUR 77 billion mentioned by the Honourable Member does not come from estimates made by the Commission.

() Seeat: http:/[ec.europa.eu/economy_finance/publications|occasional_paper/2013/pdffocp159_en.pdf
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Epdrtnon pe aitnpa ypartic andvinong E-009973/13
npog v Enrtpor)
Georgios Papanikolaou (PPE)
(6 Zemrtepfpiov 2013)

Ocua: Alayeipion TpoQipey

Ye maykoopo eminedo, unohoyiletar o mepinou o0 40% TV MAPAYOHEVGY TPOPIHGY KATAANYOUV OTa GKOUTOLL TV
OVETTUYHEVGY XOPGV.

Eivar og D¢on va pe evjpepooel i Emtpon yia ta Guykprtikd oToteia mou TPOKUNTOUV Yl TO GUYKEKPIHEVO CTnpa ota
kpart pékn me EE; Alamotover ot feltiovetal 1 kavoTa Tov Kpatev pHeAGv 0cov agopd v opdn dwayeipion tov
Tpogipwy; Ioia ) nepintwor g ENadac;

Anavrion tou k. Borg €€ ovopatog ¢ Enrtpornic
(18 Oktwfpiov 2013)

Topgeva pe ) ypnuatodotovpevy and v EE dlponapackevactikr pehéty yia ta anoppippata tpogipov oty EE tov
27 (")» 10 45% TOU GUVONOU TLY AMOPPIRHATLY TPOPIHKV Tou Taprydnoav oty Eupdnr to 2006, datédnke oe Yopatepéc.
Tpokertat yia mepinou 40 ekatopplpta TOVOUG.

H Emtporr] dev diadétet kapia mAnpo@opia OXETIKA HE TIG 1O101TEPOTNTEG KADE KPATOUG HENOUG KaL TN GUYKEKPIHEVN
kararan e EANadac.

H Emitpon) &xer apyioer va ebetaler pe Toug evlapepopEvous Tov TpOTo AayIOTOTOINGNG TRV ATOPPIHHATOV TPOPIHLY,
Xopic va tedel ot kivduvo 1 acpalewa twv Tpogipwv. Emiong, n Emtponr) Ja {ntioet ) yvoun Tov kpatav pekev Kot Tov
EHMELPOYVOHOVOV, TPOKELPEVOU va kadopiotouv ot mhéov kataMnhes evépyeieg o eminedo EE wote va ohokhnpwdolv ot
dpaceig mou diekayovran oe edviko kar Tomko eninedo.

Emm\éov, 1) Emitpon) éxet w¢ otoyo va dieukohivel v aviahhayr opdov mPakTik@y OXETIKA JE T HEIWOT) TGV AMOPPIHLATOY
TPOPIHLV Kal yia auTod o Aoyo Ja drjpoupynoet a faon dedopévay mou Ja anoteheital and opdeg MPAKTIKEG GYETIKA JiE TN
HELOOT TGV ATOPPLHHATOY TPOPIHIWGV.

Emm\éov, 1 dnpoocie dafovdevon yia ta «footpa tpogipa ()», mou mephapfaver éva kepdhaio yia Ta amoppippata
Tpogipey, Eekivioe and v Enttpont) ot 9 loukiou 2013 kat dujpkece éwg v 11 Oktwfpiov 2013.

() Bio Intelligence Service, Oktappiog 2010 — http://ec.europa.eufenvironment/eussd/reports.htm
() http:[/ec.europa.euffood/food[sustainability/index_en.htm
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Question for written answer E-009973/13
to the Commission
Georgios Papanikolaou (PPE)
(6 September 2013)

Subject: Managing food
Worldwide, it is estimated that 40% of food that is produced goes to waste in developed countries.
Can the Commission provide comparative data on this specific issue in respect of the EU Member States? Does it

consider that the ability of Member States is improving concerning the proper management of food? How does
Greece rank?

Answer given by Mr Borg on behalf of the Commission
(18 October 2013)

The EU funded ‘Preparatory study on food waste across EU 27 (')’ estimates that 45% of the total amount of food
waste generated in Europe in 2006 was disposed of to landfills. This is about 40 million tonnes.

The Commission has no information about the specific situation in each Member State and the particular ranking of
Greece.

The Commission has started to analyse with relevant stakeholders how to minimise food waste without
compromising food safety. The Commission will also consult Member States and experts in order to define the most
appropriate actions at EU level to complement the actions carried out at national and local level.

Furthermore, the Commission aims to facilitate the exchange of good practices on food waste reduction and will set
up a data base consisting of good practices on food waste reduction™.

In addition, the public consultation on ‘Sustainable Food (%), including a chapter on food waste, was launched by the
Commission on 9 July 2013 and was open till 1 October 2013.

()  Bio Intelligence Service, October 2010 — http:/[ec.europa.eu/environment/eussd/reports.htm
() http:[/ec.europa.euffood/food[sustainability/index_en.htm
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Epdrtnon pe aitnpa ypartic andvinong E-009974/13
npog v Enrtpor)
Georgios Papanikolaou (PPE)
(6 Zemrtepfpiov 2013)

Oépa: Eéagaviopeva maidia

Suykevtpavet ) Emtponr) cuykpriika ototyeia and ta kpatr pékn avagopikd pe Tov aptdpo Tov eEaQaVIoHEVEY MaIdLOV oV
‘Evoon; Eivat oe 9ot va pou ta napadécet; AEioloyel 0Tt To vopoUetikd mAaiolo TV Kpatev HENGY 0TOV TopER TPONYIG Kat
OMOTPOTIG OYETIKGY TEPIOTATIKGOV EIVAL ENAPKES; ALAMOTAVEL SIEUPUPEVT] KAl IKAVOTIOU|TIKT] OUVEPYAGIT TGV KPATOV HEAGV
yia v enihuon tou npofAijpatog;

Anavnon e k. Reding ££ ovopartog e Emtponic
(11 Oxtwfpiov 2013)

H Emrtponr} ouM\éyer ototyeia ano ta kpat pehn péow g peAég pe titho «Study on missing children: Mapping, data
collection and statistics on missing children in the European Union» (Medém yia ta efagaviopéva madid:
xaptoypagnon, culoyr dedopévov kat otatiotikov yia ta efagaviopéva madia oy Eupendiky Eveon) (') n onoia
nepthapfavel ™ ouykévipuon ouykpiopey ototyelov. H pehét Ppioketar oo tehiko otadio kar avapévetar va dnpooteudel
ouvtopa.

Extog and ) oul\oyr kat avéhuon twv Stadéoipov enionpey otolyeiov yia ta eEapaviopéva maidid, 1 pehétn ouykevIpooe
TAPATIPNOELS, OpUEG MPOKTIKEG KAl GUCTAGEIS anO TG apyes Twv Kpatov pehov kot aMa evdiagepopeva pépn mou

dpaotnpronotovvar otov Topita, 1diwg 0cov agopd v kataypagr) ka enetepyacia SeSopévoy.

O1 GUOTACELG ENKEVTPHVOVTAL KATA KUPLO AOYO G€ TPELG TOHELS: MPAKTIKEG KATAYPAPTG EDOPEVOV: AEITOUPYIKOL KAVOVES Kail
OPIGHOL KOl EUALGUNTOTOINGT] KaL EVI|HEPWOT].

() http:[/ec.europa.eufjustice/newsroom/contracts/2012_90538_en.htm
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Question for written answer E-009974/13
to the Commission
Georgios Papanikolaou (PPE)
(6 September 2013)

Subject: Missing children

Is the Commission compiling comparative data from the Member States on the number of children that go missing in
the EU? Is it in a position to provide this information? Does it consider that the legislative framework of the Member
States in the area of prevention and avoidance of such incidents is adequate? Does it believe that there is broader and
satisfactory cooperation between Member States in addressing this problem?

Answer given by Mrs Reding on behalf of the Commission
(11 October 2013)

The Commission has been gathering data from the Member States through its ‘Study on missing children: Mapping,
data collection and statistics on missing children in the European Union’ () which includes the compilation of
comparative data. The study has reached its final stages and should be published soon.

In addition to collecting and analysing the available official data on missing children, the study has gathered
observations and good practices and recommendations from Member State authorities and other stakeholders

working in the field, specifically related to data recording and handling.

The recommendations focus primarily on three areas: data recording practices; operational rules and definitions; and
awareness-raising and information.

() http:[/ec.europa.eufjustice/newsroom/contracts/2012_90538_en.htm
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Epdrtnon pe aitnpa ypartic andvinong E-009975/13
npog v Enrtpor)
Georgios Papanikolaou (PPE)
(6 Zemrtepfpiov 2013)

Oépa: Epappoyr g mOAITIKrG «€yyUr|or] Yia TOUG VEOUG»

Yug 27 louviou 2013 to Eupownaiko Supfovhio kat n Evpenaikr Enttpont) cupgdvnoav oty Gpeot Kvtonoinon nopov
8 SLOEKATOPPUPIOY EUP® Yia TNV AVTIHETAMION TG VEAVIKIG avepylag o€ Xwpes mou avripetomilouy iaitepo mpoPfAnua.
Tpotepatdtta d00nKe oTr| XPriHATOdOTNON TGV «EYYUTGELY Yia TOUG VEOUGH.

Epotaron 1) Emrtpor):

—  Eivau og Do) va e evipepooel yia Ty Katavopn] Tev TOpev avl KpATog Kat yia To TOoa mpoypappata (avtiototya kot
T0 VYOG XprjHaTodoTr oS Toug) Ppiokovtar orjpepa ot eEehiEn oty EE kat ota kpan pehn eidikotepa;

—  Kadaog to Euponaikd Kowvofouio £xet tov teheutaio xpovo enavetAnppéves Kaléoer ta kpatn péeNn va epappocouvy
TNV TOALTIKT) TV «€YYUT|GEWY Y101 TOUG VEOUG, Elvat o€ DE0T va yVopilet mota and autd To £Xouv ndn kaver

Anavrnon tou k. Andor €€ ovopatog ¢ Enrtporg
(25 Oxtwfpiov 2013)

e e&ehifn Ppiokoviar o1 Srampaypateloes yia Ta Kprirpia eMAESIHOTITAG OXETIKA HE TN XPNHaTod0ToN TG TpwTofouNiag
Yia TNV anacyoAon Tev véey, 1) uhonoinor g onoiag Ya Eexiviioel To 2014. Enopgva, 1) Emtponr) Sev eivar axopn oe 9éon
VO AVOQEPEL TA TPAYHATIKA MO0 ToU Da katavepndoly oe kade KPATog pENOG.

To 50% twv 6 dioekatoppupiov eupe Tou mpoimoloyiopol oto mhaioto g mpwTofouliag yia TV anacyOAnon Twv véwy,
nipénet va Swatedel anod edvikeg yopnyrjoets tou EKT yia v mepiodo 2014-20. Qotodoo, ta kpatn péNn pnopolv eniong va
enevduoouv o aA\oug mopoug tou Eupumnaikol Kowwvikol Tapeiou yia toug véoug yia v mepiodo 2014-20, népa and
ekelvoug Tou mpoopilovtat oto mhaioto g TpwTofouliag yia Ty anacyoAron Ty VEy.

Ta kpat pékn mou eivar emthé€ita yia evioyuon oto mAIGLO TG TPOTOPOUMAC yia TV anacYOA|ON TwV VEWY TPEMEL va
umofpdlouv oxedia ulomoinong eyyurjoewy yia T veolaia €wg to TéAog Tou 2013, eve ta dN\a kpltn pekn mpénet va
umofpdhouv ta oxédia autd £wg v avoiEr tou 2014. Eivar enopévag moAl vepis yia v Enttponi va napaoyet katahoyo
TOV KPATOV LEAGV TTOU £XOUV 101 EQUPHOCEL EYYUTTIKOUG [ITXAVIGHOUG Yiat TOUG VEOUG. QGTO00, TO £YYpago pyaciag mou
ouvodevel v mpotact] cvetaong tou Zupfouliou yia t Yéomion evodg eyyurTikol pnyaviopol yia toug véoug (') mapeyel
opiopéva ka\a napadeiypata PETpOV mOU eQapuolovial and ta Kpatn HeN Kat Tou Tpocopotatouy e oxedia eyyurjoewmy yia
TOUG VEOUG.

()  COM(2012)409 tehikd g Sne Aekepfpiou 2012.
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Question for written answer E-009975/13
to the Commission
Georgios Papanikolaou (PPE)
(6 September 2013)

Subject: Implementation of the ‘Youth Guarantee’ scheme

On 27 June 2013, the European Council and the European Commission agreed on the immediate mobilisation of
EUR 8 billion to combat youth unemployment in countries facing particular difficulties. Priority has been given to
funding the ‘Youth Guarantee’ scheme.

In view of the above, will the Commission say:

—  Can it inform me about State distribution of the funds and the number of programmes currently under way in
the EU and in specific Member States, and their levels of funding?

—  Asthe European Parliament has repeatedly called on Member States over the past year to implement the ‘Youth
Guarantee’ scheme, does the Commission know which Member States have already done so?

Answer given by Mr Andor on behalf of the Commission
(25 October 2013)

Negotiations are currently under way on the eligibility criteria for allocations under the Youth Employment Initiative,
the implementation of which will begin in 2014. The Commission is therefore not yet able to state the actual
amounts to be allocated to individual Member States.

Half of the EUR 6 billion budget for the Youth Employment Initiative is to be earmarked among ESF national
allocations for 2014-20. However, the Member States may also invest other European Social Fund resources in young
people in 2014-20, in addition to those earmarked for the Youth Employment Initiative.

The Member States eligible for support under the Youth Employment Initiative need to submit Youth Guarantee
implementation plans by the end of 2013 and the other Member States are to submit such plans by spring 2014. It is
therefore too early for the Commission to provide a list of Member States that have already implemented Youth
Guarantee schemes. Nonetheless, the Staff Working Document accompanying the proposal for a Council
Recommendation on Establishing a Youth Guarantee (') provides several good examples of measures implemented by
Member States and approximating to Youth Guarantee schemes.

()  SWD(2012) 409 final of 5 December 2012.
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(EAAnvixn) €xbooty)

Epdrtnon pe aitnpa ypartic andvinong E-009976/13
npog v Enrtpor)
Georgios Papanikolaou (PPE)
(6 Zemrtepfpiov 2013)

Oépa: M eual\oiota TpOQIpa Kat acQANELd KATAVANGTGY

Y& olotva kai meptooOTepa kpdTr) pEN, oTadiakd, emTpEnETaL i TonmovETor 1) eVaNNOLOTGY TPOQILWY HE TEPACHEVT|
nuepoprvia AiEng kar oe XapnA\Otepe THEG OF PAQLO TWV KATAOTNHATOV Kai emopévag 1 dddeor) TOug mpog Toug
KATAVOAOTEG.

Epotaron 1) Emrtpor):

—  Yndpyouv o€ euponaikd eninedo ocuotnpatonompuéves peAETeg yia Tic aANAYEG TOU UQIOTAVTAL, HE TV TAPOdO Tou
XpoOvou, ta pir evahhoiwta tpogipe; Ipokuntouv kivduvor yia Ty avipomnvy uyeid;

—  Zemota kpdtr péhn orpepa dtodétovar Tpog katavalwor) ) eUaANOLWTA TPOPILA [E TEPAGHEVT] APXIKT] THEPOMIVIC
Mene;

Anavtnon tou k. Borg €€ ovopatog ¢ Emtpomnic
(4 Oxtwppiov 2013)

Ta npoouckevaopeva Tpoga, pe Myeg ebaipéoeic, mpémet va gEpouv Ty nuepopnvia ehaxiote diatmpropomrag pe my
evdeiln «avalwon katd mpotipmon mpwv and» 1 «jpepopnvia Aféng ...». H nuepopnvia g kata mpotipnon avakwong tou
TPOIOVTOG Eival 1) Npepopnvia éwg v onoia To oo dratpel Tig avapevopeves ot tes. H ioxtouvoa vopodeoia g
EE (") opiCer o1 1) «avéhwon katd mpotipmon mptv and ...» mpénet va avtikataotadel and v teNiki) npepopnvia avaloong
apepopnvia MEng ...» otav, and pkpofroloyikr anoyn, &va tpogipo eivar ebaipetikd uaANoiwTo Kat GUVEn®g, evdEeTat,
¢MErta and oUVIOPO XpOViKO diaotnua va anoteléoel apeco kivduvo yia v avdpemvi uyela. Tpogipa pe Anypévn
nuepopnvia avidwong dev mpénel va dwrtideviar oy ayopd g Eveongs. Qotooo, ta tpogiua egakoloudolv va eivat
aogo) yia katavehoon kat peta T AjEn G npepopnviag yia ™y «avahwot) Katd TPoTENon mpW amod ...», UTO TV
npoinodeon 6T polviar ot 0dnyies anodikevong kat 1 cuokevaoia dev eivar gYappévy. O unelduvog TG emtyeiprong
TpoipeV eivar appodiog va mpoodiopioet mOTe éva Tpoidv o MPEMEL va QEPEL EMOTILAVOT] XPT|OLLOTOIN NG KATA NHEPOpTVia.
O V£0G KAVOVIOHOG OXETIK e TNV TApoxT] MANPOYOPLAY Yia Ta TPOQIHA GTOUG KatavaAwtés () datnpel Tig 1woxUouaes

daraeig ().

TIpodogara, 1 Emtpornn evpepodnke yia to eEAMVIKO HETPO AUTO TOU AMAITELTOL OTL TA TPOQIIC TGV OTOLWV 1| NHEPOHNVIa
«avaA®ONG KT TIPOTINOT TPV anto ...» £xel AfEel Ja MPEMeL va TOMOVETOUVTIAL OE XWPIOTA APl OE eMinedo Mavikig
TIOATONG pe petopeves Tpes. To pétpo autod dev Epyetat oe avtiveon pe Toug LoyxUovtes kavoves g Evaong.

'060V aQopa Ta TPOPLHA TV OTOLLV 1] THEPOpVia «avaAwong Kata mpotipron mpw anod ...» £xel MEel, 1) Enttponn) dev €xet
EKTIOVIOEL GUGTIHATIKEG HEAETES Yia TIG AANOLOCELG OV ENEPYOVTAL OTAL TPOPLUA PE TV TAPOSO TOu XpOVoU amd T amoyn
TV KvdUVeV yia Ty uyela, eneldn ta tpogipa autd da mpEmet va givat ac@alr] yia Katavaleor): SlagopeTika, 1 pepOpvia
«av\won Kkata mpotipnon mpw and ...» da énpene va eiye avtkataotadel and v évdeln «jpepopnvia Méng ... H
Enttpon) dev yvopilel TuxOv mepImtaoels 0T omoieg kamoia TpOPLjLa fe Tepacpévn «pepopnvia Aéng ...» datideviar oty
ayopa ¢ Evaong.

()  O8nyia 2000/13/EK tou Eupwnaikot Kovofouliou kat tou Supfouliou, g 20m¢ Maptiou 2000, yia mpoctyyior TV VORODEOIOY TOV KpATaV HEAGY
O)ETIKA pE TNV EMoNpaver], Ty napoueiaor] kat t Stagrpion v tpogipey (EE L 109 g 6.5.2000, o. 29).

() Kavoviopog (EE) apid. 1169/2011 tou Eupendikov Kowopouliou kat tou Zupfouliov, g 25n¢ Oktefpiou 2011, oxetikd pe my napoyt TAnpogopiév
Yia T TPOQIHE OTOUG KATAVaNWTEG, TV Tpomonoinor twv kavoviopay (EK) apid. 1924/2006 kat (EK) apid. 1925/2006 tou Evpenaikot Kowvofouliou
Kkat Tou Zupfouliou kat Ty katapynon e 0dnyiag 87/250/EOK g Enrtpornrig, g odnyiag 90/496/EOK tou Tupfouliou, e odnyiag 1999/10/EK
¢ Enttpornrig, g odnyiag 2000/13/EK tou Eupwnaikot KowoBouhiou kat tou Zupfouliou, Tev odnytov 2002/67 EK kar 2008/5/EK g Enrtpornrg
Kkat o kavoviopov (EK) apd. 608/2004 g Emtporg, (EE L 304 g 22.11.2011, o. 18). O kavoviopog (EE) apw). 1169/2011 da katapynoet kat da
avrikataotioet v odnyia 2000/13EK and tig 13 Aekepfpiov 2014.

() Emm\éov, to apdpo 24 tou kavoviopol (EE) apid. 1169/2011 npofhéner Ot petd mv tehiki) npepopnvia avihoong, To tpogipo dewpeitar pn ac@akig
ovpgova pe to apdpo 14 mapaypagot 2 ¢wg 5 tou kavoviopol (EK) apd. 178/2002 tou Eupwnaikot KowoPouliou kat tou Tupfouliov, g 28ng
lavouapiou 2002, yia Tov KaDOPIOHO TOV YEVIKGY apXOV Kal ANALTHOEGY TG VOROVEsLAs yia T Tpogipa, yia Ty idpuon e Eupenaikig Apyrc yia my
Acgaleia tov Tpogipey kat tov kadopiopd dadikactov oe épata acpaleias twv tpogipwy (EE L 31 mg 1.2.2002, 6. 1).



C197 54 Dziennik Urzedowy Unii Europejskiej 26.6.2014

(English version)

Question for written answer E-009976/13
to the Commission
Georgios Papanikolaou (PPE)
(6 September 2013)

Subject: Non-perishable food and consumer safety

An increasing number of Member States are allowing non-perishable food beyond its use-by date to be placed on
retail shelves at reduced prices, and thus made available to the consumers.

In view of the above, will the Commission say:

—  Have any systematic studies been conducted focusing on the changes that take place in non-perishable food
over time? Are there any consequent risks to human health?

— In which Member States is non-perishable food that is past the original use-by date now available for
consumption?

Answer given by Mr Borg on behalf of the Commission
(4 October 2013)

Pre-packed foods, with few exceptions, must bear a date of minimum durability (best before’ date) or a ‘use by’ date.
The ‘best before’ date indicates the date until which the food retains its expected qualities. The existing EU
legislation () specifies that the ‘best before’ date should be replaced by a ‘use by’ date when, from a microbiological
point of view, a food is highly perishable and is therefore likely after a short period to constitute an immediate danger
to human health. Foods with expired ‘use by’ date must not be placed on the Union market. However, foods beyond
their ‘best before’ date are still safe to be consumed, provided that storage instructions are respected and packaging is
not damaged. It is the responsibility of the food business operator to determine when a product should be labelled
with a use by date. The new Regulation on the provision of food information to consumers (*) maintains the existing
rules. ()

Recently, the Commission has been informed of a Greek measure that required that foods beyond their ‘best before’
date should be placed in separate shelves at retail level at reduced prices. This measure is not in contradiction with the
existing Union rules.

As regards foods beyond their ‘best before’ date, the Commission has not conducted systematic studies on the
changes that take place over time in terms of health hazards, as such foods should be safe to be consumed; otherwise,
the ‘best before’ date should have been replaced with a ‘use by’ date. The Commission is not aware of any cases where
foods with expired ‘use by’ dates are placed on the Union market.

() Directive 2000/13EC of the European Parliament and of the Council of 20 March 2000 on the approximation of the laws of the Member States
relating to the labelling, presentation and advertising of foodstuffs (O] L 109, 6.5.2000, p. 29).

()  Regulation (EU) No 1169/2011 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 25 October 2011 on the provision of food information to
consumers, amending Regulations (EC) No 1924/2006 and (EC) No 1925/2006 of the European Parliament and of the Council, and repealing
Commission Directive 87/250/EEC, Council Directive 90/496/EEC, Commission Directive 1999/10/EC, Directive 2000/13/EC of the European
Parliament and of the Council, Commission Directives 2002/67/EC and 2008/5/EC and Commission Regulation (EC) No 608/2004, (O] L 304,
22.11.2011, p. 18). Regulation (EU) No 1169/2011 will repeal and replace Directive 2000/13/EC as of 13 December 2014.

()  Furthermore, Article 24 of Regulation (EU) No 1169/2011 provides that after the ‘use by’ date a food shall be deemed to be unsafe in accordance
with Article 14(2) to (5) of Regulation (EC) No 178/2002 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 28 January 2002 laying down the
general principles and requirements of food law, establishing the European Food Safety Authority and laying down procedures in matters of food
safety, (OJ L 31, 1.2.2002, p.1).
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(EAAnvixn) €xbooty)

Epdrtnon pe aitnpa ypartic andvinong E-009977/13
npog v Enrtpor)
Georgios Papanikolaou (PPE)
(6 Zemrtepfpiov 2013)

Oépa: Tuvexion e Spaong «Evapuovion Owoyevelaknc kat Enayyehpatikng Cone oty ENada and to 2014

H 8paon «Evappovion Owoyevelaknc kar Emayyelpatikic Cone» €xer anodedel diaitepa emtuynuévn oy EXada.
Evdewctika, oe pia SUokoAn owkovopukr) cuykupia, xIMAades otkoyéveleg ecaopahioav kal gEtog mpoofact] Twv madlov Toug
pe mONU peiwpévo kOotog ot maidikoUs Kkat Ppeovimiakoug otadpols yia to véo oxohikod £tog. Kadog to 2013
ohokAnpavetat To TpEXOV MOAUETES dnpoctovopikd mhaicto and o onoio unootrpiletat 1) GuyKekpipevn dpaor), epotdral 1)
Enrtpon):

—  Aedopévou ot avaloyeg moNTikég £xouv 1oYUPO JETIKO KOWLVIKO avTikTumo Kat fordouv oravTika OKOYEVELES He
cofapa owovopuka mpofAipata, okomevet 1) Emrtponr| va cuveyicel va evioyUel Ta XprHATOdOTIKA HEOE OXETIKGV
dpaoewv katd v epyopevn dnpoctovopukn mepiodo;

—  KaBog n {nmon yia v cuykekpipevn dpaor eivar 1oco avénuévr, dote oto pENAov dev eivar dedopiévn 1 kavonoinon
TOU GUVONOU TOV GITNHATOV KAl TV olkoyevelov mou xpriouv Bondeag oty EANGSa, extipa 1 Emttponr) ot oe
evdexOpevo oxetiko aitnua kpatoug peloug, da propovcay va avéndouv ot dadéotpiol kowotikol mOPoL TPOG auT
v katetduvon);

Andvrnon tou k. Andor €€ ovopatog g Enrtpornic
(25 Oxtwfpiov 2013)

TUpQVA [E TIC TPOTACELS YK TOUG KaVOVIOHOUG mept TG moMTikig ouvoxns (), ot &v Noyw emevOuTikeG TpoTepaiOTITES,
OMeG 0 GUVOUAGHOG TG EnayYEARATIKAG Kat TG dtwTkng Lwnc pmopel va emeyouv va xpnpatodotidouy and to Euponaikd
Kowwviko Tapeio (EKT) oto mhaioio Tou depatikov oTOX0U yia TV mpowdor Tr¢ anacyoAnons Kai Ty unoothpién g
KIVTIKOTITAE TOU £pYaTIKOU SuvapikoU Kata Ty mpooeyn mepiodo mpoypappatiopot (2014-20). Katd tov idio tporno, ot
dpaoceic yia ) Peltivon g mpooPacnc ot OwOVOMIKA TPOOITEG, PLOOIHES Kal UYNAIG TOLOTITAG UMTPEGIEC,
OUPTEPINAPFAVOPEVOY TOV KOWVOVIKOV UTIPECLOV YEVIKOU GUQEPOVTOG, POpEL va emheyolv yia umootipién and to EKT
010 TAiL0 ToU Depatikol OTOXOU Yl TV TPowINon THE KOWWVIKNG evIagne Kar Ty KatanoAéunon ¢ gtoyeiac. H
napoyn xpnHatodotong oto maicio Jepatkov otoxwy da unokevtar oe Swampaypdtevon petafl tou eviiagepopevou
Kkplrtoug pEloug kat e Emtpomig, pe fon Ty mpoTaot) Tov KpaTOv HENGY Kat TOUG LoYUOVTEG KAVOVEC.

TUpgava pe to kavoviotiko mhaioto mou Sitnet to EKT, ta kpatn péln eivar unebduva yia v emthoyr), to oxediaopod kai )
diayeipion twv pepovepEvev Epyov mou cuyxprpatodotoivtar and to EKT. Méxpt orjuepa, 1) Emitporn Sev éxer Aafer kapia
aitnon ano v ENada yia avénon tou mpoinooyiopol yia T cuvOUaoHO THG EMAyYENPATIKIG KAt THG OIKOYEVEIAKTG
Lo, o onotog Ya mpémel va oulmdel kat va ano@aoctotel ot edviko eninedo, Tpoupivey OAwY Twv otoXev Tou EKT kat twy
emdiwZewv nou kadopilovtar ota entyeiprjotaka npoypappata tou EKT.

Emim\éov, npdogata 1 Enttponr| tovice ot i mapoyn) eykatactdoswy madikne péppvag oty EE eEakoloudel va pnv eivar
OUPQOVI [E TOUG aTOXoUG e Bapkehavie. Autd avtipetoniotnke oty mpoo@atr Séopr pETPGY Yol KOVGVIKES ENEVOUCELS
Kka éyvav ToAAEG e101KEG oUTTAOELS ava xdpa oTo TAaicLo Tou eupwndikou ekapnvou. H ENAGda 1diwg, Sev nétuye kavévay
and Toug oToXoug TG Bapkehavng dcov agopd t pépipva yia ta taudid (7).

() http://ec.europa.eufregional_policy/what/futurefindex_el.cfm#4
(&  COM(2013)322.
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Question for written answer E-009977/13
to the Commission
Georgios Papanikolaou (PPE)
(6 September 2013)

Subject: Continuation of the ‘Work-Life Balance’ initiative in Greece after 2014

The ‘Work-Life Balance’ initiative has proved particularly successful in Greece. In difficult economic circumstances,
thousands of families secured access to nurseries and kindergartens for their children in the new academic year at a
greatly reduced cost. As the current multiannual budgetary framework which supports this initiative is coming to an
end in 2013, will the Commission say:

—  Given that such policies have a strong positive social impact and provide important assistance to families in
serious financial difficulty, does the Commission intend to strengthen financial support for the relevant
initiatives further during the coming financial period?

—  As demand for the initiative has increased to the extent that meeting all therequests from families that need
assistance in Greece cannot be ensured inthe future, will the Commission consider increasing the Community
funds available inthis area if so requested by a Member State?

Answer given by Mr Andor on behalf of the Commission
(25 October 2013)

In accordance with the proposals for the Cohesion Policy Regulations ('), such investment priorities as reconciling
work and private life may be selected for European Social Fund (ESF) support under the thematic objective for
Promoting employment and supporting labour mobility in the forthcoming programming period (2014-20). In the
same way, actions to improve access to affordable, sustainable and high-quality services, including social services of
general interest, may be selected for ESF support under the thematic objective for Promoting social inclusion and
combating poverty. Allocation of funding under thematic objectives will be subject to negotiation, between the
Member State concerned and the Commission, based on the Member States’ proposal and applicable rules.

In accordance with the regulatory framework governing the ESF, the Member States are responsible for selecting,
designing and managing individual projects co-financed by the ESF. To date the Commission has received no request
from Greece for an increase in the budget for Reconciling work and family life, which should be discussed and
decided at national level in full respect for the ESF's objectives and the objectives and targets set in the ESF operational
programmes.

Moreover, the Commission recently stressed that the provision of childcare facilities in the EU is still not in line with
the Barcelona targets. This has been addresses in the recent Social Investment Package and several country specific
recommendations in the context of the European Semester. Greece, in particular, has not met any of the Barcelone
targets on childcare (%)

() http:[/ec.europa.eufregional_policy/what/future/index_en.cfm#4
(&  COM(2013)322.
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Question avec demande de réponse écrite E-009978/13
ala Commission
Alain Cadec (PPE)
(6 septembre 2013)

Objet: Application du réglement (CE) n°® 812/2004 établissant des mesures relatives aux captures accidentelles de
cétacés

Le 14 aofit, les autorités britanniques ont contr6lé un navire fileyeur breton sur lequel elles ont relevé I'absence de
répulsifs acoustiques. Ce fileyeur doit dés lors s’en équiper d'ici le 1 septembre 2013, ce qui est un investissement
cofiteux.

Si le reglement du Conseil (CE) n® 812/2004 rend les répulsifs acoustiques obligatoires sur tous les navires d’une
longueur de plus de 12 metres dans la zone VII, l'application de ce réglement semble avoir été reportée étant donné les
difficultés techniques de sa mise en ceuvre.

Un citoyen francais nous a signalé des difficultés d’application du réglement qui entraineraient une différence de
traitement entre professionnels de la péche en fonction des Etats membres dans lesquels ils sont contrélés. Il s'ensuit
également une différence de sanctions étant donné I'absence d’harmonisation au niveau européen des sanctions liées
aux infractions en matiére de péche.

La Commission peut-elle indiquer s'il existe des difficultés d’application de ce reglement?
La Commission peut-elle publier une synthese de I'état d'avancement de 'application du réglement précité?

La Commission compte-t-elle réviser ce réglement lors de I'application de la nouvelle politique commune de la péche
le 1% janvier 2014?

Réponse donnée par M™ Damanaki au nom de la Commission
(23 octobre 2013)

La Commission a procédé a deux réexamens distincts du réglement (CE) n° 812/2004 en 2009 (') et 2011 (3. IIs
soulignent tous les deux des améliorations dans la mise en ceuvre dudit réglement mais constatent également des
faiblesses inhérentes au systéme d’échantillonnage requis par le présent reglement ainsi que la réticence des pécheurs a
utiliser des dispositifs de dissuasion acoustiques en raison de problemes pratiques et économiques.

Dans sa derniere communication, la Commission a indiqué que la modification du réglement ne serait pas efficace car
la procédure serait longue et ne serait finalement pas conforme a l'objectif de la nouvelle politique commune de la
péche (PCP) visant la régionalisation de la prise de décisions, lorsque des mesures sont adaptées aux différentes
activités de péche.

Sur cette base la Commission envisage d'introduire des mesures de réduction des risques dans un nouveau cadre de
mesures techniques qui refléterait cette approche régionalisée. La présente proposition doit étre adoptée par la
Commission en 2014. La surveillance des cétacés et d’autres espéces protégées sera intégrée dans le nouveau cadre
applicable 4 la collecte de données (*).

()  COM(2009) 368.
(&  COM(2011) 578.
()  Article 37 du nouveau réglement de base régissant la politique commune de la péche.
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Question for written answer E-009978/13
to the Commission
Alain Cadec (PPE)
(6 September 2013)

Subject: Application of Regulation (EC) No 812/2004 laying down measures concerning incidental catches of
cetaceans

On 14 August 2013 the UK authorities carried out an inspection aboard a driftnetter from Brittany, and found that it
had no acoustic deterrent devices. The vessel must therefore be fitted with the devices by 1 September 2013, which is
a costly investment.

Although Council Regulation (EC) No 812/2004 makes acoustic deterrent devices mandatory on all vessels of more
than 12 metres in length in area VII, the application of this regulation seems to have been held up due to the technical
difficulties in implementing it.

A French citizen has drawn our attention to some difficulties in applying the regulation, which see fishing operators
treated differently depending on the Member State in which they are inspected. Penalties also differ, because of the
absence of harmonised penalties for fisheries infringements at EU level.

Can the Commission say whether there are any difficulties in applying this regulation?
Can it publish a summary report on the progress made in applying this regulation?

Does it intend to revise this regulation when the new common fisheries policy is implemented on 1 January 2014?

Answer given by Ms Damanaki on behalf of the Commission
(23 October 2013)

The Commission has carried out two separate reviews of Regulation (EC) No 812/2004 in 2009 (') and 2011 (}). Both
of them highlight improvements in the implementation of the Regulation but also conclude that there are inherent
weaknesses relating to the sampling regime required under the regulation and also the reluctance of fishermen to use
acoustic deterrent devices due to practical and economic concerns.

In the latest Communication, the Commission indicated that amending this regulation would not be on effective way
forward as the procedure would be lengthy and would ultimately not be in accordance with the objective of the
reformed Common Fisheries Policy (CFP) of moving to regionalised decision-making, where measures are tailored to
different fisheries.

On this basis the Commission is considering introducing mitigation measures into a new framework for technical
measures that would reflect this regionalised approach. This proposal is scheduled to be adopted by the Commission
in 2014. The monitoring of cetaceans and other protected species will be incorporated under the new Data Collection
Framework (%).

()  COM(2009) 368.
(&  COM(2011) 578.
()  Article 37 of the new Basic Regulation of the common fisheries policy.
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(Wersja polska)

Pytanie wymagajace odpowiedzi pisemnej E-009979/13
do Komisji (Wiceprzewodniczjcej/Wysokiej Przedstawiciel)
Adam Bielan (ECR)

(6 wrzesnia 2013 r.)

Przedmiot: Wiceprzewodniczgca/Wysoka Przedstawiciel — Odejscie Armenii od integracji z UE

Prezydent Armenii Serz Sarkisjan, podczas niedawnego spotkania z przywddca Rosji wyrazit gotowo$¢ przystapienia
swojego kraju do Unii Celnej oraz zadeklarowat chec¢ tworzenia Eurazjatyckiej Unii Gospodarczej. Decyzja ta oznacza
diametralny zwrot w polityce zagranicznej Erywania, jednoznacznie przekreslajgc proeuropejskie dotychczas
aspiracje kraju. Pod znakiem zapytania staje mozliwo$¢ podpisania wynegocjowanego juz ukladu
stowarzyszeniowego, co odczytywac nalezy jako prestizowg porazke europejskiej dyplomacji i jej strategii w zakresie
Partnerstwa Wschodniego.

W zwigzku z powyzszym zwracam si¢ z prosbg o wyjasnienie:

1. Na skutek jakich bledéw w polityce wschodniej Bruksela utracita zainteresowanie integracjg ze strony
armeniskich wladz?

2. Czy w zaistnialej sytuacji mozliwe jest jeszcze parafowanie umowy stowarzyszeniowej z Armenia, planowane
podczas listopadowego szczytu Partnerstwa Wschodniego, czy tez przedsigwzigcie to uznaé nalezy za
bezpodstawne?

3. Czy i wijaki sposéb stanowisko Armenii wplynie na europejski kierunek polityki innych czltonkéw
Partnerstwa, przede wszystkim Ukrainy, Gruzji i Motdawii?

4. Zmiana kursu politycznego, w szczegdlnosci odejicie od polityki integracji z Unig Europejska, moze zostaé
oprotestowane przez armenskie spoleczefistwo. Czy ESDZ dysponuje odpowiednig strategia dyplomatyczna
na wypadek zaistnienia powyzszej sytuacji, celem podtrzymania proeuropejskich aspiracji Ormian?

Odpowiedz udzielona przez komisarza Stefana Fiilego w imieniu Komisji
(29 pazdziernika 2013 r.)

1. UE zostala poinformowana przez Armenig, ze jej niedawna decyzja wynika z kilku okolicznosci, w tym takze
z silnych powiazan Armenii z Rosjg. Ponadto armeniskie wladze wyraznie zasygnalizowaly, ze sa zainteresowane
kontynuacja wspélpracy z UE we wszystkich obszarach zgodnych z ich niedawnym wyborem politycznym.

2. UE zawsze informowala Armenie, ze uklad o stowarzyszeniu | umowa DCFTA i czlonkostwo w unii celnej
bylyby niespéjne. Ze wzgledu na t¢ niezgodno$¢, plan Armenii by przystapi¢ do unii celnej, jak zostalo to
zapowiedziane w dniu 3 wrzesnia 2013 r., spowodowal wycofanie si¢ z parafowania ukladu o stowarzyszeniu |
umowy DCFTA.

3. Na tle innych krajéw Partnerstwa Wschodniego, sytuacja Armenii jest wyjatkowa. Ukraina, Gruzja i Moldawia
nadal demonstrujg swoja gotowo$¢ do podpisania/parafowania ukladu o stowarzyszeniu | umowy DCFTA na
nadchodzacym szczycie Partnerstwa Wschodniego w Wilnie. Nie ma zatem przestanek wskazujacych na ,efekt
domina” wywolanego wyborem Armenii, je$li chodzi o polityke proeuropejska winnych krajach Partnerstwa
Wschodniego.

4. UE powinna zbudowa¢ fundament pod przyszle stosunki z Armenig w $wietle jej decyzji o przystapieniu do
unii celnej. UE w dalszym ciggu wykazuje zaangazowanie i zobowiazuje si¢ do Scistej dwustronnej wspétpracy
z Armenig.
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Question for written answer E-009979/13
to the Commission (Vice-President/High Representative)
Adam Bielan (ECR)
(6 September 2013)

Subject: VP[HR — Armenia’s move away from EU integration

During a recent meeting with the Russian President, the Armenian President Serzh Sargsyan said that his country was
willing to join the Customs Union and intended to help establish a Eurasian Economic Union. This decision
represents a complete U-turn in Yerevan'’s foreign policy, which has to date been clearly focused on the country’s pro-
European ambitions. A question mark now hangs over the signature of the association agreement which has already
been negotiated, signifying a high-profile failure of European diplomacy and its Eastern Partnership strategy.

I'should therefore like to ask the following questions:

1. What errors in Brussels’ Eastern Partnership policy have led to the Armenian authorities losing interest in
integration?

2. Asthings stand, is there still any chance of the association agreement with Armenia being initialled during the
November Eastern Partnership summit as planned, or would this be pointless?

3. Will Armenia’s position affect the pro-European policies of other members of the Eastern Partnership, in
particular Ukraine, Georgia and Moldavia, and if so how?

4. Armenian society may protest at this policy swing, in particular the move away from political integration with
the EU. Does the EEAS have an appropriate diplomatic strategy in place for such an eventuality, in order to
support the pro-European ambitions of the Armenian people?

Answer given by Mr Fiile on behalf of the Commission
(29 October 2013)

1. The EU has been informed by Armenia that its recent decision was based on a number of circumstances,
including Armenia’s deep ties with Russia. Moreover, Armenian authorities clearly signalled that they are interested in
pursuing cooperation with the EU in all areas compatible with their recent policy choice.

2. The EU had always communicated to Armenia that the Association Agreement/ Deep and Comprehensive Free
Trade Agreement (AA/DCFTA) and membership of the Customs Union would be incompatible. Due to this
incompatibility, Armenia’s intention to join the Customs Union, as announced on 3 September 2013, has put the
initialling of an AA/DCFTA off the table.

3. Armenia’s situation is unique among Eastern Partnership countries. Ukraine, Georgia and Moldova continue to
demonstrate their commitment for signing/initialling the AA/DCFTA at the upcoming Eastern Partnership summit in
Vilnius. Thus, there are no indications of any ‘domino effect’ of Armenia’s choice as concerns the pro-European
policies of other members of the Eastern Partnership.

4. The EU should establish the future basis for its relations with Armenia in the light of Armenia’s decision to join
the Customs Union. The EU remains engaged and is committed to a strong bilateral relationship with Armenia.
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Pytanie wymagajace odpowiedzi pisemnej E-009980/13
do Komisji
Adam Bielan (ECR)
(6 wrzesnia 2013 r.)

Przedmiot: Problemy z transportem towaréw za wschodnig granice UE

Pod zarzutem naruszania w przeszlosci przepiséw celnych, biatoruscy celnicy od kilku tygodni przetrzymuja na
brzeskim przejsciu kilkanacie polskich cigzarowek. Szczegdtowe zarzuty dotycza nielegalnych przewozéw na
terenie Unii Celnej. Przewoznicy s3 wzywani na kosztowne rozprawy sadowe. W sprawie interweniowalo polskie
Ministerstwo Spraw Zagranicznych, dotychczas jednak bezskutecznie.

W kontekscie biezacych wydarzen zwigzanych ze zblizajgcym si¢ szczytem Partnerstwa Wschodniego nietrudno
dopatrzy¢ si¢, w przytoczonym dzialaniu Bialorusindw, rosyjskiej inspiracji. Tym bardziej, Ze stuzby celne Rosji nie
rezygnuja z prob zaostrzenia przepiséw dotyczacych transportu na swoim terytorium towaréw z wykorzystaniem
karnetéw TIR, co zostalo juz oprotestowane przez Bruksele i ONZ. Forsowane przez Moskwe zmiany uderza
w szczegblnosci w polskie firmy spedycyjne, realizujace wigkszos¢ zlecen przewozowych do krajow WNP.

W oparciu o powyzsze zwracam si¢ z pro$ba o nastepujace informacje:

1. Czy Komisji znana jest sytuacja zwigzana z przetrzymywaniem polskich transportéw w Brzesciu iczy
rozwazane jest jej zaangazowanie, celem wsparcia polskiego MSZ w dazeniu do osiggnigcia porozumienia?

2. Jakie dzialania zostaly, badZ sa podejmowane wcelu powstrzymania Rosji przed wprowadzeniem
niekorzystnych dla europejskich przewoznikéw zmian w zakresie stosowania konwencji TIR?

3. Czy mozliwe s3 unijne rekompensaty dla przedsigbiorcéw, ktorzy poniesli straty na skutek zatrzymania ich
transportow do Biatorusi?

Odpowiedz udzielona przez komisarza Algirdasa Semete w imieniu Komisji
(29 pazdziernika 2013 r.)

Komisja otrzymala od polskiego Ministerstwa Finanséw szczegdtowe informacje o przetrzymywaniu polskich
samochod6w cigzarowych przez wiladze bialoruskie. Ewentualne dzialania podejmowane przez Komisje zaleza od
rozwoju sytuacji i beda koordynowane z polska administracja.

Jesli chodzi o stosowanie konwencji TIR w Rosji, Komisja podjeta konkretne kroki, by wyegzekwowaé zmiang decyziji
przez Rosje natychmiast po otrzymaniu informacji o nowych wymogach TIR. Podjeto dzialania w wymiarze
dwustronnym, jak ina odpowiednich forach wielostronnych. W ramach wspomnianych dziatan wystosowano
pisma: od czlonka Komisji odpowiedzialnego za podatki do szefa rosyjskiej stuzby celnej oraz od stuzb Komisji do
Sekretarza Wykonawczego Europejskiej Komisji Gospodarczej ONZ. Zorganizowano ponadto: sesje specjalng
Komitetu Kodeksu Celnego w Brukseli i Rady Wykonawczej TIR w Genewie, telekonferencje pomiedzy Komisja
irosyjska stuzbg celng oraz specjalng misje Komisji do Moskwy. Komisja koordynuje swoje dziatania z panstwami
cztonkowskimi.

Na chwile obecna rosyjska stuzba celna podjela decyzje o niewdrazaniu $rodkéw, jednak z wyjatkiem okregéw
celnych Uralu, Syberii, Dalekiego Wschodu i Wolgi, gdzie dotyczy to bardzo niewielkiej liczby przedsigbiorstw
unijnych. Rozwdj sytuacji jest stale monitorowany.

Obecnie wyglada na to, ze w tym przypadku nie ma mozliwosci uzyskania rekompensaty UE, jednak przewoznicy
moga w tej sprawie przedstawi¢ wniosek do wladz panstw trzecich, jezeli krajowe ustawodawstwo na to pozwala.
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Question for written answer E-009980/13
to the Commission
Adam Bielan (ECR)
(6 September 2013)

Subject: Problems concerning the transport of goods beyond the EU’s eastern border

Belarusian customs officials at the Brest border crossing have been detaining around a dozen Polish lorries for several
weeks due to alleged past violations of customs rules, or more specifically illegal shipments into the territory of the
Customs Union. The hauliers have been summoned to appear in court, which will cost them a great deal of money.
The interventions undertaken by the Polish Ministry of Foreign Affairs have so far been unsuccessful.

Given the recent events in the run-up to the forthcoming Eastern Partnership summit, it is not hard to imagine that
Russia might be behind these measures by Belarus, particularly since the Russian customs services are still attempting
to tighten up the rules regarding use of the TIR carnet for freight shipments into Russian territory, even though both
Brussels and the UN have already registered their protests at such a move. These changes being pushed through by
Moscow will have a particularly adverse impact on Polish shipping companies, which deliver most of their freight to
CIS countries.

I should therefore like to ask the following questions:

1. Is the Commission aware of the detention of Polish lorries in Brest, and does it intend to intervene to support
the Polish Ministry of Foreign Affairs in its attempts to reach an agreement?

2. What measures have been or will be taken with a view to dissuading Russia from changing its rules on the
application of the TIR Convention, to the disadvantage of European hauliers?

3. Is there any possibility that the EU will pay compensation to the entrepreneurs who have suffered losses as a
result of the detention of their shipments to Belarus?

Answer given by Mr Semeta on behalf of the Commission
(29 October 2013)

The Commission has received detailed information from the Polish Ministry of Finance about the detention of Polish
lorries by Belarusian authorities. Possible actions by the Commission depend on future developments and will be
coordinated with the Polish administration.

Concerning the application of TIR Convention in Russia, the Commission has taken concrete steps to request the
change of the decision by Russia immediately after receiving information on the new TIR requirements. Steps have
been taken at the bilateral level and via the relevant multilateral forums, including a letter from the Member of the
Commission responsible for Taxation to the Head of Russian Customs, a letter from the Commission services to the
Executive Secretary of the United Nations Economic Commission for Europe, the organisation of a special session of
the Customs Code Committee in Brussels and of the TIR Executive Board in Geneva, a teleconference between the
Commission and the Russian Customs, and a specific Commission mission to Moscow. The Commission has
coordinated its activities with Member States.

Russian Customs have decided not to implement the measures for the time being, except in the Ural, Siberian, Far East
and Volga customs districts, where extremely limited EU businesses are concerned. The development of the situation
is being monitored.

At present there appears to be no possibility for EU compensation in this case but hauliers may present such request
to the third countries authorities, if the national legislation so allows it.
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Interrogazione con richiesta di risposta scritta E-009981/13
alla Commissione
Roberta Angelilli (PPE)
(9 settembre 2013)

Oggetto: Comune di Buonconvento: possibile violazione delle norme sulla vendita di terreni edificabili tramite asta
pubblica

Nel 2005 il Comune di Buonconvento, in provincia di Siena, ha messo in vendita undici lotti di terreni edificabili di
sua proprieta in localita Poderuccio attraverso un avviso di asta pubblica. Secondo la ricostruzione effettuata da due
consiglieri comunali in un esposto del 2009, vi sarebbero state macroscopiche irregolarita nello svolgimento dell'asta
pubblica. In particolare, sarebbe stato ammesso a partecipare un soggetto privato gia titolare di un'impresa edile, in
contrasto con quanto espressamente previsto dal bando stesso che vietava la partecipazione di soggetti privati gia
titolari di imprese edili o di cooperative edilizie. Inoltre, nell'offerta depositata da tale soggetto figurerebbe un importo
complessivo per un lotto non determinato, lasciando cosi all Amministrazione comunale la facolta di decidere quale
lotto degli undici messi all’asta assegnare a questa impresa in netto contrasto con quanto stabilito dal bando. Infine,
conclusa l'asta, sembrerebbe che nell'assegnazione definitiva dei lotti sia stato assegnato a questo soggetto un lotto di
valore di gran lunga superiore all'offerta, creando un danno erariale all Amministrazione comunale.

Tutto cio premesso, pud la Commissione far sapere:

1. sesiano state violate le norme a tutela della concorrenza;

2. selasituazione descritta contiene elementi che fanno ravvisare aiuti di Stato;

3. sesiano state violate le norme della direttiva 2004/18/CE in materia di appalti pubblici;

4. seein grado di fornire un quadro generale della situazione?

Risposta di Michel Barnier a nome della Commissione
(25 novembre 2013)

La Commissione ringrazia 'onorevole deputato per averle segnalato l'eventualita che l'asta pubblica indetta dal
Comune di Buonconvento per la vendita di terreni edificabili non sia compatibile con le norme UE in materia di
appalti pubblici, concorrenza e aiuti di Stato.

Sulla base delle informazioni limitate fornite dall'onorevole deputato, la Commissione non ¢ in grado di indicare se la
suddetta asta sia compatibile o meno con il diritto dell'UE.

La Commissione, in primo luogo, osserva tuttavia che la vendita di beni, compresi i terreni edificabili, non ¢&
considerata un appalto pubblico ai sensi del diritto dellUE; pertanto la direttiva 2004/18/CE, relativa al
coordinamento delle procedure di aggiudicazione degli appalti pubblici, non si applica all'asta contestata.

In secondo luogo, al fine di determinare se la vendita contestata contiene elementi di aiuto di Stato, la Commissione
rimanda I'onorevole deputato alla sua comunicazione relativa agli elementi di aiuto di Stato connessi alle vendite di
terreni e fabbricati da parte di pubbliche autorita (*). Detta comunicazione offre alle autorita pubbliche due metodi per
escludere la presenza di aiuti di Stato nelle transazioni fondiarie: la vendita di terreni ed edifici tramite una procedura
d'offerta aperta e incondizionata (simile ad una vendita all’asta) e aggiudicata al migliore o all'unico offerente, oppure
una valutazione preliminare eseguita da un perito indipendente per stabilire il valore di mercato, che rappresenta il
prezzo minimo di vendita che puo essere accettato senza configurare un aiuto di Stato. Quando non viene applicato
nessuno di questi due metodi, la presenza di un aiuto di Stato dipende dal fatto che il prezzo di vendita del terreno ne
rifletta adeguatamente il valore di mercato, in modo da escludere la possibilita che la vendita in questione conferisca
un vantaggio economico all'acquirente di tale terreno.

()  GUC209del 18.12.1997, pag. 3.
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Question for written answer E-009981/13
to the Commission
Roberta Angelilli (PPE)
(9 September 2013)

Subject: Municipality of Buonconvento — possible infringement of the rules on the sale of building land through
public auctions

In 2005, the municipality of Buonconvento, in the province of Siena, announced that it was selling 11 lots of building
land in the Poderuccio district by public auction. According to the review carried out by two town councillors in
2009, there were gross irregularities in the way the public auction was conducted. More specifically, a private person
who already owns a construction company was apparently allowed to take part, contrary to the express provisions of
the auction notice which prohibited the participation of private owners of construction companies or building
cooperatives. Moreover, that person allegedly submitted a bid which consisted of a specific amount for an unspecified
lot, leaving it up to the municipal authority to decide which of the 11 lots put up for auction to assign to that
comparny, contrary to the provisions of the auction notice. In the end, in the final allocation of the lots after the
auction, this person was apparently assigned a lot the value of which far exceeded the bid, thus resulting in a loss of
revenue for the Town Council.

Can the Commission therefore answer the following questions:

1. Have competition rules been infringed?

2. Does the situation described contain elements which constitute state aid?

3. Have the provisions of Directive 2004/18/EC concerning public contracts been infringed?

4. Canit give an overview of the situation?

Answer given by Mr Barnier on behalf of the Commission
(25 November 2013)

The Commission thanks the Honourable Member for drawing its attention to possible concerns related to the
compatibility of the public auction for the sale of building land by the the municipality of Buonconvento with EU
rules on public procurement, competition and state aid.

On the basis of the limited information provided by the Honourable Member, the Commission cannot provide an
indication of whether the abovementioned auction might raise concerns of compatibility with EC law.

However, the Commission notes, first, that the sale of goods, including building land, is not considered as public
procurement according to EC law; therefore Directive 2004/18/EC on the coordination of procedures for the award
of public contracts does not apply to the contested auction.

Second, for the purpose of determining whether the contested sale contains state aid elements, the Commission refers
the Honourable Member to its communication on state aid elements in sales of land and buildings by public
authorities ('). That Communication provides two methods for public authorities to rule out the presence of state aid
from land sale transactions: first, a sale of land and buildings following a well-publicised, open and unconditional
bidding procedure, comparable to an auction, accepting the best or only bid; and, second, an ex-ante valuation report
prepared by an independent expert in order to establish the market value, which is the minimum purchase price that
can be agreed without granting state aid. Where neither of these methods has been followed, the presence of state aid
depends on whether the price at which the land was sold adequately reflects the market value of that land, so as to rule
out that that sale confers an economic advantage on the purchaser of that land.

() 0J1997 C209,p.3.
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Interrogazione con richiesta di risposta scritta P-009982/13
alla Commissione
Francesca Barracciu (S&D)
(9 settembre 2013)

Oggetto: Nuova emergenza Blue Tongue nella Regione Sardegna — Inadempienze e inefficienze

1 fenomeno Blue Tongue nella Regione Sardegna vive una nuova emergenza: pitt di 5 000 capi morti e piti di 2 500
focolai in 15 000 aziende. Anni di emergenze con conseguenze devastanti sul lungo periodo.

Larticolo 18 della direttiva 2000/75/CE del 20 novembre 2000 stabilisce che «La Commissione esamina i piani (di
intervento) allo scopo di determinare se essi consentano di raggiungere I'obiettivo perseguito e suggerisce allo Stato
membro interessato qualsiasi modifica necessaria» e che il piano di profilassi regionale individuava gli interventi
integrati di bonifica e di sanificazione/disinfestazione quale obiettivo contro il riemergere della Blue Tongue.

1 periodo utile alle vaccinazioni contro la febbre catarrale degli ovini va da gennaio a marzo, per le pili basse
temperature di quel periodo e per non incidere sulla stagione della riproduzione e degli allattamenti mentre, da
notizie fornite dalla stampa e dalle organizzazioni di categoria, si apprende che esse sono iniziate a luglio e
proseguono in questi giorni provocando aborti e cali di produzione di latte.

Si ricorda anche che il regolamento (CE) n. 349/2005, all'articolo 2, lettera a), definisce «indennizzo rapido ed
adeguato» quello versato entro 90 giorni dall'abbattimento degli animali.

Infine, in data 31 gennaio 2013, l'interrogante ha presentato una interrogazione sul tema, classificata col numero P-
001022/2013, e nella risposta fornita in data 25 febbraio 2013, si legge che da novembre 2012 a febbraio 2013 non
sono pervenute alla Commissione altre informazioni dall'Ttalia circa il pagamento degli indennizzi mentre, da notizie
fornite dalla stampa e dalle organizzazioni di categoria, numerosi allevatori, in particolare nel Sulcis, non hanno
ancora ricevuto gli indennizzi per capi morti nel 2012.

Secondo la Commissione vi sono state inadempienze da parte delle autorita italiane nel dare attuazione al piano di
profilassi? In caso di risposta positiva, in capo a chi devono ascriversi tali responsabilita? In quale modo intende
intervenire affinché la drammatica situazione arrivi a un punto di svolta positiva?

Quali informazioni ha ricevuto in merito agli indennizzi dopo novembre 2012? Puod confermare che gli allevatori i
cui capi sono morti nel 2012 non hanno ancora ricevuto gli indennizzi, in chiara violazione del regolamento (CE) n.
349/2005? E a conoscenza di altri ritardi? E a conoscenza dei ritardi nelle vaccinazioni ed ha notizia delle ragioni per
cui essi si sono determinati?

Risposta di Tonio Borg a nome della Commissione
(27 settembre 201 3)

La Commissione ¢ consapevole del fatto che in Sardegna, Sicilia e Corsica si sono manifestati e sono in corso focolai
di febbre catarrale degli ovini e che la situazione ¢ particolarmente grave in Sardegna.

La Commissione non ha motivi per ritenere che le autorita italiane abbiano violato la normativa sulla febbre catarrale
degli ovini. Secondo le informazioni fornite dalle autorita italiane in occasione della riunione del Comitato permanente
per la catena alimentare e la salute degli animali (SCOFCAH), svoltasi il 10 eI'11 aprile 2013, nella Sardegna meridionale
era in pieno svolgimento un piano di vaccinazione mirante a ottenere una protezione immunitaria di massa degli
animali delle specie ovina e caprina.

La situazione della febbre catarrale degli ovini e l'esito del suddetto piano di vaccinazione saranno esaminati durante
la riunione SCOFCAH prevista per il 7 ottobre 2013.

La Commissione non ha ricevuto alcuna informazione né richiesta di sostegno finanziario da parte dellTtalia, nel
quadro del regolamento (CE) n. 349/2005 o della decisione 2009/470/CE del Consiglio. Il contributo finanziario UE
previsto dai suddetti atti riguarda comunque solo le spese sostenute dagli Stati membri per indennizzare i proprietari i
cui animali siano stati abbattuti e distrutti e non per animali deceduti a causa della malattia.
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Question for written answer P-009982/13
to the Commission
Francesca Barracciu (S&D)
(9 September 2013)

Subject: New bluetongue emergency in Sardinia — non-compliance and inefficiency

Bluetongue disease has once again broken out in Sardinia: more than 5 000 sheep have died and there have been
more than 2 500 outbreaks on 15 000 farms. Such emergencies have been going on for years, with devastating long-
term consequences.

Article 18 of Directive 2000/75/EC of 20 November 2000 states that ‘The Commission shall examine the
(contingency) plans, in order to determine whether they enable the desired objective to be attained, and shall suggest
to the Member State concerned any modification required’. The regional prevention plan is supposed to set a target
relating to integrated remediation measures and cleaning/disinfecting measures in order to prevent the re-emergence
of bluetongue.

The vaccination period for bluetongue in sheep is from January to March, due to the lower temperatures in that
period and so as not to affect the breeding and suckling season. However, according to information provided by the
press and professional organisations, the vaccinations apparently began in July and are still continuing, leading to
miscarriages and a decline in milk production.

It should also be noted that Article 2(a) of Regulation (EC) No 349/2005 defines the payment to be made within
90 days of the animals’ slaughter as being ‘swift and adequate compensation’.

On 31 January 2013, I'tabled a question on this subject, registered as No P-001022/2013. The Commission’s reply,
dated 25 February 2013, states that from November 2012 to February 2013 the Commission received no further
information from Italy regarding the payment of compensation. However, according to information from the press
and professional organisations, many farmers, especially in the Sulcis area, have not yet received any compensation
for the head of livestock that died in 2012.

In the Commission’s view, have there been any infringements on the part of the Italian authorities with regard to the
implementation of the prevention plan? If so, who is responsible? What action will the Commission take to ensure
that this terrible situation can be resolved?

What information has the Commission received about compensation after November 2012? Can it confirm that the
farmers whose sheep died in 2012 have not yet received any compensation, in clear breach of Regulation (EC)
No 349/2005? Is it aware of any other delays? Is it aware of the delays in carrying out vaccinations and does it know
why this has occurred?

Answer given by Mr Borg on behalf of the Commission
(27 September 2013)

The Commission is aware that bluetongue outbreaks are ongoing in Sardinia, Sicily and Corsica and that the disease
situation is particularly serious in Sardinia.

The Commission does not have grounds to consider the Italian authorities to have infringed EU legislation on
bluetongue. In accordance with the information provided by Italy at the meeting of the Standing Commitee of the
Food Chain and Animal Health (SCOFCAH) held on 10 and 11 April 2013, a vaccination plan was ongoing in
southern Sardinia in order to ensure massive immunization of sheep and goats.

The bluetongue situation including the outcome of the above vaccination plan will be reviewed at the SCOFCAH
meeting scheduled for 7 October 2013.

The Commission has not received any information nor financial claim from Italy in the context of Regulation (EC)
No 349/2005 or Council Decision 2009/470/EC. However, the EU financial contribution provided by these rules
only concerns the costs incurred by the Member States in compensating livestock owners for slaughter and
destruction of animals and not for animals that died due to the disease.



26.6.2014 Dziennik Urzedowy Unii Europejskiej C197/67

(Magyar vltozat)

[résbeli vilaszt igényl kérdés P-009983/13
a Bizottsidg szamara
Gall-Pelcz 11diké (PPE)
(2013. szeptember 9.)

Tdrgy: A kozlekedés tehermentesitésének unids szint(i szabélyozdsa és az e-titdij mértékének meghatdrozdsa

A fenntarthat6 mobilitds”, azaz a mobilitdsnak az dltala okozott kdros hatdsoktdl valo elvalasztdsa, mar j6 néhdny
éve kiemelt helyet foglal el az EU kozlekedéspolitikdjaban. Az EU politikdjanak célja a leginkabb tdlterhelt kozlekedési
modok fokozatos tehermentesitése, ezzel parhuzamosan pedig k6z0s dijszabdsi keretek kidolgozasa volt. Jelenleg a
nehéz gépjarmiivek esetében fizetni kell egyes infrastruktiirdk haszndlataért, és specidlis el6irdsok vannak hatdlyban a
vasuti infrastruktardt illetGen is. Egyes tagdllamokban a probléma kezelésére eltéré gyakorlatok alakultak ki, s ez
killonosen igaz az e-ttdfj mértékének meghatdrozasira. Az évek sordn a Bizottsdg kitartéan hangsulyozta, hogy a

politikai célkittizések eléréséhez mennyire fontos a gazdasagi eszk6zok felhaszndldsa.
Ezzel kapcsolatban a kovetkezd kérdéseket szeretném feltenni az Bizottsdgnak:

1. Tervezi-e a Bizottsdg egy olyan egységes modell 1étrehozdsét, amely a gyakorlatban is segitené a fent emlitett
célkittizések elérését?

2. Tervezi-e a Bizottsdg az e-utdijak mértékének unids szinten torténs meghatirozasat?

3. Tervezi-e a Bizottsdg a meglévs rendszerek 6sszehasonlitasat miikodési modell és dijak tekintetében?

Siim Kallas vilasza a Bizottsig nevében
(2013. szeptember 25.)

1.és2.kérdés: A nehéz tehergépjarmtivekre egyes infrastruktirdk haszndlatdért kivetett dijakrdl szolo,
1999.jtinius 17-i, 1999/62EK eurdpai parlamenti és tandcsi rendelet (') (,Euromatrica-irdnyelv”) meghatérozta a
nehéz tehergépjarmiivekre kivetett jarmtiadok és uthaszndlati dijak uni6s kereteit. Az irdnyelv 2006-os és 2011 -es
modositdsa nagyobb osszhangot teremtett az unids ttdijszedési keretrendszerben, és lehet6vé tette, hogy az ttdijak

jobban titkrozzék a kozlekedés igénybevevdi dltal okozott koltségeket.

A 2011-ben megjelent, kozlekedésrdl sz616 fehér konyv (%) olyan stratégidra tett javaslatot, melynek alapjén kotelezd
uthasznélati dijak fokozatos bevezetésére keriilne sor, egységes drstruktiiraval és koltségelemekkel. Képvisel§ asszony
kérdésére vélaszolva: jelenleg a Bizottsdg nincs abban a helyzetben, hogy kijelentse, fogja-e javasolni (és ha igen,
mikor) egy koz6s modell 1étrehozdsat és a dijak szintjének egységesitését a tagallamok kozott.

3.kérdés: A jelenleg hatdlyos jogszabélyok el6irjak, hogy a tagdllamok tdjékoztassdk a Bizottsdgot a nehéz
tehergépjarmtvekre vonatkozé 1j ttdijszedési intézkedéseikrél, és aldtdmasszdk az altaluk alkalmazott Gtdijszamitdsi
modszert. A Bizottsdg ezen informdcidk alapjan véleményt ad ki az intézkedésekrdl. 2014. oktéber 16-ig a
tagdllamoknak jelentést kell benyujtaniuk a Bizottsdgnak a teriiletikon alkalmazott, nehéz tehergépjarmtivekre
kivetett dijakrél. A tagdllami jelentések és egyéb informdcik alapjan a Bizottsdg is jelentést fog késziteni az
1999/62/EK irdnyelv végrehajtasarol és hatdsair6l az Eur6pai Parlament és a Tandcs részére.

() HLL187.1999.7.20. 1.o. )
() Utiterv az egységes eurdpai kozlekedési térség megvalésitisihoz — Uton egy versenyképes és eréforrds-hatékony kozlekedési rendszer felé,
COM(2011) 0144 végleges.
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Question for written answer P-009983/13
to the Commission
Ildiké6 Gall-Pelcz (PPE)
(9 September 2013)

Subject: EU legislation to ease transport congestion, and determination of the level of E-tolls

‘Sustainable mobility’ — separating mobility from its damaging impact — has already been a prominent element in
the EU'’s transport policy for some years. The aim of EU policy has been to gradually ease pressure on the most over-
loaded modes of transport, while in parallel devising common frameworks for charging. At present, operators of
heavy vehicles have to pay for the use of some infrastructure, and special rules are in force regarding rail infrastructure
too. In some Member States, disparate practices have developed to tackle the problem, and this is particularly the case
as regards determining the level of E-tolls. Over the years, the Commission has consistently stressed how important it
is to use economic tools to attain the aims of policies.

1. Is the Commission planning to establish a uniform model which would also help to attain the above aims in
practice?

2. Is the Commission planning to standardise the amounts of E-tolls at EU level?

3. s the Commission planning to compare the existing systems with regard to their operating models and
charges?

Answer given by Mr Kallas on behalf of the Commission
(25 September 2013)

1 and 2. Directive 1999/62/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council of 17 June 1999 on the charging of
heavy goods vehicles for the use of certain infrastructure (') (Eurovignette Directive’) sets the framework for vehicle
taxes, tolls and user charges imposed on heavy goods vehicles in the EU. With the amendments made to this directive
in 2006 and 2011, the framework gained a greater consistency in road charging across the EU and made road charges
better reflect the different costs generated by transport users.

The 2011 Transport White Paper (*) proposed a strategy to phase in mandatory charges for road transport, with
common tariff structure and cost components. At this moment, the Commission is not in a position to say whether
and when it would propose the establishment of a uniform model and standardisation of toll levels across Member
States, as asked by the Honourable Member.

3. Current legislation requires Member States to notify to the Commission their new tolling arrangements applied
to heavy goods vehicles and explain the rationale at the basis of the calculation 